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Background
"Data ages like wine, software ages like fish"
(attributed to Andrew Hankinson)
American Philosophical Society Grant:

Urier. WeINgEICH, Columbia University

s Grants No. 2986 (1961), $1,400, and No. 3194 (1962), $500. Machine
3‘ aids in the compilation of linguistic atlases.

HUMANITIES 623

~ The grantee, who is serving as the director of the Language and

Lull'u'rg Atlas of Ashkenazic Jewry,! wished to explore the possibilities

of utilizing electronic data-processing machinery for the storage, filing,

sorting, and searching of the accumulating field materials of the atlas.
" Association of Jewish Libraries Proceedings
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Data Collection Formats

Sound:

Reel to reel audio
Transcription:

Blue books

e Answer sheets
Printouts
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Reverse engineering old media
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And reprocessing a ~300 box
archival collection
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Decisions, decisions

* “Scope creep”
* Fitting within internal infrastructure

— Data v. image as data



Integrated into existing image viewer

BIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES ~

THE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE ARCHIVE OF ASHKENAZIC JEWRY

BAGKGROUND MATERIAL ~ ABOUT THE PROJEGT ~ USER GUIDE

¢ MAP SEARGH

ABOUT THE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE ARCHIVE OF ASHKENAZIC JEWRY BROWSE THE COLLECTION

The Language and Culture Archive of Ashkenazic Jewry (LCAAJ), an extraordinary resource for research in Yiddish

NAME
studies, consists of 5,755 hours of audio tape field interviews with Yiddish speaking informants collected between 1959 ’

and 1972 and ca. 100,000 pages of accompanying linguistic field notes. The Archive does not include transcriptions of
the interviews.
Ic.library.columbia.eduflcaaj#
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Decisions, decisions

* “Scope creep”
* Fitting within internal infrastructure

— Data v. image as data

* |Information overload (no “custom” option)



Dedicated Libguide for all the
additional details

LCAAJ Digital Archive User Guide: Introduction

This is a guide to using the Digital Archive to the Language and Culture Atlas of Ashkenazic Jewry (dic.library.columbia.eduilcaaj)

Introduction Overview of the Collection Questionnaire Interviewee {Location) Data Answer Data Audio tapes and recordings Using the Data Appendices

Glossary Bibliography of Works citing the LCAAJ Acknowledgements Copyright Statement

Introduction

This is a supplementary guide to the Digitized data for the Language and Culture Atlas of Ashkenazic Jewry, which makes available online the linguistic and
ethnographic information about Ylddish, gathered by the LCAAJ team so that researchers could map or otherwise systematically analyze it. (A history and fuller
description of of the LCAAJ project can be accessed by clicking here)
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For information on how to search the Digitized LCASJ, see Searching for Answers to Questions

Before beginning your search, we strongly suggest that you look at the page providing an ovenview of the collection, and
look atthe important scope note helow:

What the digitized LCAAJ website does:

« Provides access to the images of the pages with answers given in interviews in the form of Blue Books, Answer Sheets, and Printouts
o Further information ahout these materials can he found in this guide under Answer Data
« Provides fiiters to allow one to limit their search by format or locationiregion

« Provides detailed metadata for those answers to allow ease of searching

« Provides persistent URLs and IlIF manifests to allow use ofthe images in other contexts

What the digitized LCAAJ wehsite DOES NOT do:

« Provide an interface for digitally mapping data {for that, we recommend taking a look atthe LCAAJResearch page, as well as joining our community of LCAAJ scholars hy sending us an email at
lcaaj@library.columbia.edu)

« Provide text-searchable answers to the questions (for that, see LCAAIResearch for access to downloadable PDFs of the printouts with OCR, and to read more about our plans on gathering that information

as a community).
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http://guides.library.columbia.edu/lcaaj

Decisions, decisions

“Scope creep”
Fitting within internal infrastructure

— Data v. image as data

Information overload (no “custom” option)
Ongoing work

— Divisional priorities (DLST v. DS)



Future Plans (pending..)

* Time-based media * Archives as window

* Creative reuse (and into the world of early
feedback) Yiddish in the US

» Matching audio to * Classroom potential
transcript e Exhibit

— Time-based media
project



https://www.colorado.edu/archivetransformed/2019-archive-transformed/2019-archive-transformed-cohort/body-language-transforming-language-and

