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Background
"Data ages like wine, software ages like fish" 

(attributed to Andrew Hankinson)

American Philosophical Society Grant:
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Digital 
Humanities, 
circa 1961
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Data Collection Formats

Sound: 

• Reel to reel audio

Transcription:

• Blue books 

• Answer sheets 

• Printouts

Association of Jewish Libraries Proceedings 
June 2019



Reverse engineering old media

And reprocessing a ~300 box 
archival collection
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Decisions, decisions

• “Scope creep”

• Fitting within internal infrastructure

– Data v. image as data
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Integrated into existing image viewer
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Decisions, decisions

• “Scope creep”

• Fitting within internal infrastructure

– Data v. image as data

• Information overload (no “custom” option)
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Dedicated Libguide for all the 
additional details
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http://guides.library.columbia.edu/lcaaj


Decisions, decisions

• “Scope creep”

• Fitting within internal infrastructure

– Data v. image as data

• Information overload (no “custom” option)

• Ongoing work

– Divisional priorities (DLST v. DS)
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Future Plans (pending..)
• Time-based media

• Creative reuse (and 
feedback)

• Matching audio to 
transcript
– Time-based media 

project

• Archives as window 
into the world of early 
Yiddish in the US

• Classroom potential

• Exhibit
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https://www.colorado.edu/archivetransformed/2019-archive-transformed/2019-archive-transformed-cohort/body-language-transforming-language-and

