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Records on the Holocaust - Szeged

Mrs. Vilmos Fuchs, ’née Terézia
Neuwald (b. 1879, Ersekujvar (Nove
Zamky) - d. 1966, Budapest)

Can you see this knitting old lady? She happened to be gr-gr grandmother who - On a
summer day in 1944, in Szeged, Southern Hungary when she was 66 years old,
almost exactly 75 years ago was put on a train together with her daughter.

She was one of the 4000 Jews the Hungarian city Szeged had back then. Today
through her story, | would like to present you what kind of Holocaust related
documents are available at the Szeged Jewish community to find out what exactly
happened to my gr-gr-grandmother.
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Szeged is the third largest city in Hungary.



Szeged Neolog Synagogue

I would like to show you a few pictures of the Szeged Synagogue which is one of the

largest synagogues in the world. It was renovated recently from the outside and is still

a memory of the culturally rich Jewish population of Szeged that existed before the

Holocaust.

The turn of the 19th-20th century meant a revival for Szeged, with industrialization

and the trade. This era was the most beautiful time of the life of the Jews in Szeged,

attracting even those arriving from afar. The Jewish population (8,500 people) of

Szeged was vVvibrant, |l i ber al , and contributec
financial life.
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Outline of the Presentation

1) Szeged Digitization Project

2) Brief overview of the Hungarian/Szeged Holocaust.
3) Records from the Holocaust in Szeged

4) Novel techniques for identification of the victims
5) Records on/by survivors

6) A Central-European case study




The Digitization project of the Szeged Jewish Community

1) Cataloging, indexing and digitizing all of the documents of
the Szeged Jewish Community (82 linear feet)
2) Documents related to Holocaust in Szeged (13 linear feet)

3) Deportation list of Szeged (4,000 names, 1944).
4) Lists of 1,700 survivors %

5) Requests from survivors
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How do we know what exactly happened in Szeged? We have many sources:



Before

These are pictures of our archive - this is what it looked like before we started our
cataloging/indexing/digitization work



This is what it looks like now



Hungarian Holocaust

1) In 3 months from May-July, 1944, ca. 440,000 Hungarian
Jews were deported to their deaths at Auschwitz.

2) With few exceptions, no records were kept on these people.
Most of them were murdered within 24 hours of arrival.

3) Only the deportation lists provided us with a record (if
survived).

il want to tell you briefly about the hi
Hungary had the largest Jewish population left in Europe in 1944. Naively, the

Hungarian Jews thought their fate would be different and better than what

happened in nearby Poland, Germany. By now we all know that they were

wrong and sadly mistaken.



Deportation in June 1944 from Szeged

Three trains - deportation of 4000 Szeged Jews:

June 25, 1944: First train (Auschwitz) = almost everyone
was killed.

June 27, 1944: Second train (Auschwitz/Strasshof)
June 28, 1944: Third train (Strasshof)

There were three trainseé.

| am convinced that my gr-gr-grandmother Terézia got on the third train since she was
the widow of the former principal of the Jewish elementary school. With the help of
written and oral testimonies we know that employees of the community were put on
the third train.

Because of the fact that 1,5 trains ended up in Strasshof - much more survivors than
elsewhere.
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have all 92 pages transcribed. The list is typed and has names, DOB, birth city,
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register



