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In The Spotlight
Borden, Louise. His Name Was Raoul Wallenberg: Courage, Rescue, and Mystery During 
World War II. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2012. 144 pp. $18.99. (9780618507559). Gr. 7 and up. 

One of my students just discovered that her Hungarian grandmother survived the 
Holocaust because of a Raoul Wallenberg-issued schutzpasse. Imagine my delight that I can 
recommend Louise Borden’s new book. Through free-verse style and exquisite attention 
to detail, Borden has written a rare younger reader account of Wallenberg’s short life and 
mysterious disappearance. 

Ms. Borden spent ten years researching this, her fourth book about World War II. She 
retraced Wallenberg’s footsteps around the world, developed relationships with his siblings, and gained 
access to such precious documents as his calendar rescued from his Moscow imprisonment. As a result, we 
learn the exact number of safe houses he bought in Budapest (162), the license plate number of his black 
Studebaker (AY152), his prison cell number in Moscow (121), and the fact that he borrowed a lady’s bicycle 
to arrive quickly to the rescue of Jews drowning in the Danube. 

Borden’s use of free verse lends itself to lyricism among the facts. We feel Wallenberg’s loss after the 
death of his grandfather when “Raoul drifted without direction / like a sailboat in irons on a glassy sea.” We 
live his desperation with: “He used his signature again and again / to save Jewish lives / R. Wallenberg / R. 
Wallenberg / R. Wallenberg.” Her list of tasks his ever-growing staff performed reads like poetry.

However, glosses such as: “thousands / and then millions of people / suffered under the Nazi laws / 
and were beaten and killed / even people who were not Jewish / anyone who resisted… was arrested or 
shot,” blur the boundary between victims of genocide and political resisters. Borden’s “Others Who Made a 
Difference” section is informative, but there is no mention of Sugihara, Japanese Consul-General in Kaunas, 
Lithuania who issued thousands of visas to Jews in defiance of explicit orders from the Japanese foreign 
ministry and who predated Wallenberg’s work by five years. 

Sharon Linnea’s 1993 book, Raoul Wallenberg: The Man Who Stopped Death is still an excellent resource for 
middle school and older readers, but Borden’s biography in her free verse style is a wonderful introduction 
to the topic for upper elementary students. 

Charna Gross, Librarian of Sinai Akiba Academy, Los Angeles, CA

Glaser, Linda. Hannah’s Way. Illus. by Adam Gustavson. Minneapolis: Kar-Ben, 
2012. 32pp. $17.95. (9780761351375). Gr. 3–5.

Hannah’s Way is an American Jewish story that has not been told in picture books 
before. The time is the 1920s and the place is Northeastern Minnesota, a rural iron 
mining area called the Iron Range. After her father loses his job in Minneapolis, 
Hannah’s family moves to a small town so that he can join Uncle Max, working at his 
general store. It was common for Jews to run dry goods stores in small town America. 

http://www.jewishlibraries.org
mailto:listproc@lists.acs.ohio-state.edu
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Hannah finds herself the only Jewish girl in her class at her new school, and she feels alone 
and friendless. When her teacher announces that the fall picnic will be on Saturday, and asks 
who needs a ride, Hannah is crestfallen. She had wanted to go to the picnic, but she knows that 
her family does not work or drive on the Sabbath. At home, she asks her parents’ permission, 
and they confirm that she may not ride to the picnic. How Hannah resolves this makes an 

encouraging story.
Illustrator Adam Gustavson’s realistic and convincing double page paintings suggest the dark and 

difficult aspect of life for Hannah’s family in America’s hinterlands. Hannah’s parents appear strict and 
forbidding. Browns and grays are the dominant shades inside Hannah’s home, and there is a somewhat 
threatening atmosphere. These illustrations open questions about how difficult life may have been for 
isolated Jewish families in these towns. How did they connect to the communities they joined? How did 
they maintain Jewish laws and customs? Not, this story tells us, by being permissive parents.

The author’s note at the back of the book credits the inspiration for this story to a 1996 exhibit at the 
Minnesota History Center called “Unpacking on the Prairie: Jewish Women in the Upper Midwest”. This 
reviewer found the website for this exhibit to be a rich source of fascinating photographs: http://www.
jhsum.org/jewishwomenexhibit . The book, Hannah’s Way, and this website would be excellent resources 
for children to learn about this aspect of the American Jewish experience. Kar-Ben Publishing, in its present 
location in Minneapolis, has issued an authentic Minnesotan Jewish story, in a high quality picture book. 
Hannah’s Way is enthusiastically recommended for all Jewish and public library children’s collections, and 
especially for all elementary school libraries.                                                        Naomi Morse, Silver Spring, MD

Kacer, Kathy. To Hope and Back: The Journey of the St. Louis. Toronto: Second Story 
Press, 2011. 204 pp. $14.95. (9781897187968) Pbk. Gr. 8–12. 

To Hope and Back is part of the “A Holocaust Remembrance Book for Young Readers” 
series— which also includes The Diary of Laura’s Twin, Hiding Edith, and The Secret of 
Gabi’s Dresser by Kathy Kacer. To Hope and Back tells the tragic story of the St. Louis, 
the ship that sailed from Germany to Cuba in 1939 carrying over 900 hopeful Jewish 
passengers trying to escape the horrors that awaited them in Europe. The voyage is 
told through the eyes of two nonfictional preteens, Lisa and Sol. Alternating chapters 
describe the feelings and experiences of the two protagonists. Interspersed are chapters 
called, “What the Captain Knew,” which tell what was going on in the world outside 

the ship (the refusal of countries to let the Jews in and the negotiations to save the lives of those on board 
the St. Louis). To Hope and Back is very well written and interesting. It is highly recommended for all schools 
and libraries whose students are learning about the Holocaust. Anyone (adult and child alike) who reads 
this nonfiction book can easily relate to the appealing characters. The book includes archival photographs 
of the St. Louis, its captain, passengers, and Sol and Lisa as children and as adults. 

Ilka Gordon, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, Cleveland, OH

Rauchwerger, Diane. Dinosaur Goes to Israel. Minneapolis, MN: Kar-Ben, 2011. 24pp. 
$24.00. (9780761351344 ) Pbk. Preschool–Gr. 2.

Our AJL colleague, Diane Rauchwerger, has charmed children with stories featuring 
a dinosaur who celebrates Judaism. In this, her fourth book illustrated by Jason Wolff, 
Dino joins his human friend on a visit to Israel. The book does more than tell the story 
of a wonderful trip around the Holy Land. Using simple and evocative rhymes and a 
visual sense of the country, the words and pictures show the characters in action as they 
experience the country in surprising detail. In Tel Aviv, Dino and his friend see the Agam 
Fountain in Dizengoff Square, visit the beach, and eat falafel at a vendor’s cart. In Jerusalem, 
they place their prayers in the Wall. They travel to Eilat for snorkeling in the Red Sea and 

see camels. They climb Masada (called “Mount Masada” here) and swim in the Dead Sea. Finally, they shop 
at a shuk and buy something to use at home and remember their fabulous journey.

Over the generations, beginning with Mamie Gamoran’s Hillel’s Happy Holidays, there 
have been memorable books that bring the Jewish festivals—and the state of Israel—to joyous 
and meaningful life for young children. In recent years we have seen several collections—by 

http://www.jhsum.org/jewishwomenexhibit
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Sylvia Rouss, Deborah Miller and others—that kindle the joy of Judaism in preschoolers. This sweet and 
meaningful book should secure Diane Rauchwerger’s dinosaur among those series. It is highly recommended 
for all children’s libraries, and is enthusiastically recommended for pre-K through second grade (and for 
the young at heart of any age). The greatest regret is that it is only available in paperback. It should be in 
constant demand; buy multiple copies.                                                                                                 Fred Isaac, 
Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Rosen, Michael J. Chanukah Lights. Illus. by Robert Sabuda. Somerville, MA: 
Candlewick Press, 2011. 16 pp. $34.99. (9780763655334). Gr. 3 and up.

The text of a poem written by Ohio author, Michael J. Rosen, combines with 
Robert Sabuda’s deftly constructed pop-up pictures to depict eight “windows into 
history”. Each page represents one of the eight nights of the holiday and shows a 
place where Jews have celebrated the miracle of Hanukkah over the centuries. The 
reader will find the number of candles lit for that day in a different part of each scene. 
The intricate scenes created include: Herod’s Temple, where the Jews fought for 
religious freedom, desert tents showing our people wandering in the desert looking 
for a homeland, refugees on a ship bound for freedom in the New World, the first 

Jewish settlement in the new country, Jews huddled together in a shtetl, and then a tenement complete 
with pushcarts. Next we see olive groves on an Israeli kibbutz. The book ends with a stunning scene of the 
candles popping out of skyscrapers, using the evening’s stars as the flames of the menorah. This book is way 
too fragile for young children. At a cost of $35.00, it is definitely for older children and adults! 
A masterful piece of paper engineering, it would make a wonderful gift or a stunning library 
display book, and is highly recommended for those whose budgets can afford it.

Andrea Davidson, The Temple-Tifereth Israel, Beachwood, OH

Dear Readers,

I would again like to thank all our reviewers and co-editors 
for their excellent work. I would especially like to take this 
opportunity and thank our long time co-editor Linda Silver, 
who had stepped down from her role as co-editor for Children 
and Teen reviews. This issue is the last one in which Linda 
took part (together with co-editor Anne Dublin) and she is 
replaced by Rachel Kamin. Linda started in 2002, co-editing 
with Ellen Cole. I thank Linda for an excellent, insightful and 
very helpful service and advice during the years! Welcome 
to Rachel Kamin as the new co-editor for Children and Teen 
reviews. Another change of personnel is in the Advertising 
‘department’; Karen Ulric was replaced by Jackie Ben-Efraim. 
Thank you to Karen – who is still our layout editor - and 
welcome Jackie! 

I hope you will enjoy this issue; please make sure and read 
the News issue as well, as it is full with important information 
about the next annual conference in Los Angeles.

I would like to let you know about a recent decision that was 
passed in the last Council meeting in New York on January 
17, 2012. As you know, when we moved from print to digital, 
we have offered our members to print out the electronic file 
for those who do not have access to a computer and send it to 
them by US mail. Based on my recommendation, the Council 
has decided to end this arrangement on December 31, 2012. No 
printed issues will be supplied to members after that day.   

With best wishes, 
Uri Kolodney, Editor-in-chief 
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Reviews of Titles for Children and Teens

CooKeRY
Llanas, Sheila Griffin. Easy Vegetarian Foods From Around the World. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow, 2011. 48 
pp. $7.95. (9781598452716) Pbk. Gr. 3–5.

Enslow Publishers has developed a fun and accessible series of six cookbooks for kids with bright photos and 
handy recipes that can be enjoyed by all families. This volume covers vegetarian foods that would be the only 
one of the series suitable for families keeping a kosher home. The author introduces the concept of a vegetarian 
diet, kitchen safety, cooking tips and terms, nutrition guidelines, and a conversion chart. All of these are separate 
pages at the beginning of the book with appealing font size and colorful illustrations. Each recipe is accompanied 
by a photo and a little background on the country of origin, such as Sabji from India, or Gado-Gado from 
Indonesia. Israel is represented by a falafel recipe. All in all, there are eleven unusual recipes that look like they 
would be fun, easy, and tasty for kids to make while also learning a bit about other countries of the world.

Lisa Silverman, Temple Sinai, Los Angeles, CA

FICTIoN
Fridman, Sashi. The Doll Maker’s Gift. Illus. by Jessica Schiffman. Brooklyn: Merkos L’Inyonei Chinuch, 
2011. 36 pp. $14.95. (9780826600400). Ages 8–12.

A story within a story is the framing device for an imaginative immigration story. A girl visits Nora in a 
home for old people. Although she has heard the story many times, the girl asks Nora to tell her about how 
she came to America. Nora lived in Eastern Europe, where the Jews were suffering from poverty and pogroms. 
In 1903, her father decides he must go to America immediately and pave the way for Nora, her sister, and her 
mother to follow. Two years later, Nora’s father sends money for ship passage, but the prices have increased 
and they can only buy two tickets. The parents decide to leave Nora with Zalushka, the doll maker, until they 
can send for her. Everyone feels sad about the situation, but Zalushka has an idea. He builds a life-size doll and 
brings it to the ship as a present for Rosa, Nora’s sister, and gives a note to her mother. When the ship is far out 
at sea, Nora’s mother opens a clasp and finds Nora hiding in the hollowed-out doll (the parents pay the shipping 
fee later). Shortly afterward, most of the town was wiped out in a pogrom.

Illustrations with muted colors give the story an old-world feeling, as well as one of sadness. The kindness 
of a friend and his ingenuity separate the plot from other immigrant stories. The main concern is that the book, 
with a title that will appeal to girls and the size (10” x 7”) of many popular children’s books, often has a lot of 
words per page and deals with pogroms and family separation. Other than that, it is impressive that an Orthodox 
publisher created a book that is highly recommended for all libraries.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ

GoD
Altein, Chani. Hashem is Truly Everywhere. Illus. by Marc Lumer. New York: Hachai. 2011. 30 pp. $12.95. 
(9781929628575). Preschool–Gr. 1.

How do we explain God to young children? In this book, Chani Altein and illustrator Marc Lumer introduce 
the world and the place Hashem plays in it. The two characters, a small boy and his older friend Tzvi, begin 
their search in the neighborhood. Is Hashem in the mailbox down the street, or riding in a car? They go farther, 
exploring the world from a hot-air balloon and a submarine. (“Is Hashem with the birds or in a plane? Or with 
the fish under the sea? Is Hashem with us where it’s dark?”) They even go into space. (“Is Hashem with me 
when I’m far from home?”). To all his young friend’s questions, Tzvi answers, “It doesn’t matter—near or far, 
Hashem is with you where you are.” This short book, with its bright colors and easy-to-follow child-friendly 
illustrations, should appeal to very young children. In addition, the repetitive, Dr. Seuss-like text should make 
a positive impression on preschoolers. In the end, this is the sort of book that can make a difference for them, 
though parents and teachers may tire of the simple rhyme scheme and repetitive text. 

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

EditEd by AnnE dublin & lindA R. SilvER
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Reviews of Titles for Children and Teens

HISToRY
Bliss, John. Jewish Migration. Chicago: Raintree, 2011. Children’s True Stories Series. 32 pp. $21.95. 
(9781410940759). Gr. 3–6.

Libraries are always in search of good new children’s books that describe the travels of immigrants. This 
entry could have been a useful exploration of how and why Jews moved from place to place. Unfortunately, it 
fails on several important levels. The book opens with a general description of “a wandering people” including 
references to the Bible, anti-Semitism, and World War II, but only devotes a sentence to each of these complex 
topics. Most of the text describes the lives of four children. They include Golda Meir (whose later significance 
is only vaguely described); a German boy who traveled from Berlin to Chicago with his mother; an Austrian 
boy who went to England (possibly a Kindertransport child, but this is unclear); and a Russian girl who moved 
to Israel as part of the Jewish Agency’s Na’Aleh program. The book closes with a two-page discussion of the 
importance of Israel as a refuge for the Jews. Each section has a map showing the child’s travels.

In addition to the vagueness of the text, the images are both inadequate and confusing. One painting (page 5), 
captioned as “a Jewish Ghetto in Italy in 1888”, looks as if it comes from an earlier era. Several pages have statistics 
related to the Nazi era, but they are unconnected to the text. In general, there is no explanation of the important 
concepts—Nazism, the Kindertransport, Russian anti-Semitism and the Refuseniks—that lie behind the stories. 

While there is always room for another good book on Jewish migration, this is clearly not it. The author and 
publisher have raised more questions than they can answer. For all these reasons, the book is not recommended.

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

HoLoCAUST AND WoRLD WAR II
Thor, Annika. The Lily Pond. Trans. from Swedish by Linda Schenck. New York: Delacorte, 2011. 216 pp. 
$16.99. (9780385740395). Grades 5–8.

 A companion story to A Faraway Island and 
the second in a series of four novels about Stephanie 
(“Stephie”) and Nellie Steiner, Jewish refugees from 
Nazi-occupied Vienna, Austria sent by their parents 
to an island off Sweden for safety. The plan is for 
the girls’ parents to stay in Vienna and attain visas 
for the family to immigrate to the United States. 
Stephie, now thirteen years old, has qualified for 
a scholarship to attend “grammar school” on the 
mainland in the city of Goteborg. There, she stays 
with the affluent Sodersberg family, who rented 
a summer home on the island from Stephie’s host 
parents, Aunt Marta and Uncle Evert. Dr. and Mrs. 
Sodersberg treat Stephie as a boarder and have little 
interaction with her. However, their son Sven is 
very kind to her and she develops a crush on him. 
At grammar school, Stephie befriends May, another 
scholarship student who comes from a very poor 
family. Stephie also observes a withdrawn Jewish 
girl, Alice, who pointedly ignores her. Class struggles 
are a recurring theme in this novel. At one time, after 
Stephie confronts Alice about her nasty behavior 
towards Stephie, Alice replies that Jewish refugees 
like Stephie embarrass her family, who are part of 
Swedish society. Also, Sven hides his relationship 
with a girl from the lower income side of town from 
his snobbish parents. Eventually, Alice gets Stephie 
in trouble at school and almost causes her to leave. 

http://www.shlemielcrooks.com
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Reviews of Titles for Children and Teens

Alice’s odd behavior makes her a mysterious character and the story would have been more interesting if she 
were developed more. Back in Vienna, Stephie’s parents’ lives are increasingly difficult as they face setbacks 
when trying to emigrate to the United States. This unresolved conflict lends itself to further stories in this series. 
The series was made into a television series in Sweden. Recommended with A Faraway Island for all libraries.

Heather Lenson, Librarian of the Ratner Media & Technology Center, Jewish Education Center of Cleveland 
and editor of the Jewish Valuesfinder.

The Holocaust through Primary Sources (series). Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow, 2011 (ISBN various).
In 2010, Enslow Publishers released a series of six books, True Stories of Teens in the Holocaust. The 2011 

series, The Holocaust through Primary Sources, follows the same format: six books, each about a specific topic 
and each including a concise index, excellent internet resources, a list for further reading which includes books 
about the same reading level as the text, a short glossary, and a time line of events pertinent to the subject of the 
book. The chapter notes are also at the end of the book.

The new series draws on a wider array of sources including personal diaries and memoirs, several Holocaust 
websites, and some older books where the primary sources were first quoted. Important direct quotes are boxed 
and in italics. Archival photographs, some of them well known, amplify the text. The strength of the series is 
that each chapter is about an individual’s experience, making the information more relatable and illustrating the 
historical context of events. While the series is best suited to students aged fourteen through eighteen researching 
school projects, the chapters can be used individually in class lessons. There is no new information, but the 
format makes it accessible to the target audience.

Altman, Linda Jacobs. The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising: Striking a Blow Against the Nazis. 128 pp. $31.93. 
(978090766033201). 

The book includes accounts from several members of the Jewish Combat Organization (ZOB in 
Polish) who participated in the uprising, as well as the commander of the Nazi troops.
Byers, Ann. Rescuing the Danish Jews: A Heroic Story from the Holocaust. 128 pp. $31.93. 
(9780766033214). 

While the rescue of Danish Jews is well-known, stories about non-Jews who took part in the rescue, as well 
as Jews who were captured and sent to Theresienstadt provide a more complete picture of the Danish Jews.
Byers, Ann. Saving the Children from the Holocaust: The Kindertransport. 128 pp. $31.93. 
(9780766033238). 

The strength of this volume is that it highlights some of the less well-known heroes of these 
efforts, including Norbert Wollheim, Gertrud Wijsmuller-Meijer, and actor Richard Attenborough and 
his family. Accounts from those who were saved, including Nobel Prize winner Walter Kohn, provide 
different perspectives of children who faced the challenges of leaving behind family and country.
Deem, James M. Auschwitz: Voices from the Death Camp. 128 pp. $31.93. (9780766033221). 

The voices include Kazimierz Albin, prisoner number 118, a Pole who successfully escaped; the twisted 
logic of Rudolf Hoss, commandant of the camp; Pery Broad, an SS camp guard; a Soviet POW; a Roma; Primo 
Levi; and the Hungarian Jewish doctor who assisted Mengele. The tragic story of Eva Heyman, a thirteen-
year-old whose diary survived while she did not, further demonstrates the horror of the Holocaust.
Deem, James M. Kristallnacht: The Nazi Terror that Began the Holocaust. 128 pp. $31.93. 
(9780766033245). 

Eyewitness accounts are culled directly from several autobiographies, as well as survivor testimony.
Hoffman, Betty N. Liberation: Stories of Survival from the Holocaust. 128 pp. $31.93. (9780766033191). 

Because every survivor’s experience was unique, this volume is the weakest in terms of consistency 
and ease of narration. Much of the testimony is from The Jewish Historical Society of Greater Hartford. 
Too much detailed background information is needed to put the liberation part of the stories in context, 
and each chapter ends abruptly with the survivor’s emigration from Germany or Poland.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ



AJL Reviews February/March 20127

Reviews of Titles for Children and Teens

ISRAeL

Lewis, Wendy. Sabrina: The Girl with a Hole in Her Heart. Illus. by Diane Lucas. Valencia, CA: Two Dolphins, 
2011. 33 pp., $16.95. (9780615478197). Gr. 4–6.

 Sabrina, a fictional character, is from rural Zanzibar and has a heart defect. She gets transported to Israel 
where a volunteer surgeon for the humanitarian foundation, Save a Child’s Heart (SACH), operates on her heart. 
(SACH was started in Israel. Volunteer surgeons perform heart operations to children in developing countries.) 
The book describes Sabrina’s experiences at the SACH hospital with other children from around the world who 
receive medical as well as emotional support by the staff. The illustrations are lifelike. However, the narrative 
is flat and reads as if this is promotional material for SACH. There is little content about the country of Israel, 
but the story has good informational pieces about heart physiology, heart surgery, and heart defects. A glossary 
is featured at the beginning of the book with a few Swahili terms. Recommended as an additional purchase to 
supplement lessons about tikkun olam (repairing the world) or scientific advances in Israel.

Heather Lenson, Librarian of the Ratner Media & Technology Center of the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland 
and editor of the Jewish Valuesfinder.

Saul, Laya. Recipe and Craft Guide to Israel. World Crafts and Recipes Series. Hockessin, DE: Mitchell Lane, 
2012. 63 pp. (9781612280813). Gr. 3–5.

With the Jewish calendar as the point of departure, Saul describes the observance of a year full of holidays 
in Israel and suggests crafts and dishes to prepare for each. Splashy and colorful photographs do a good job of 
illustrating the steps and final products of each food and craft. The crafts are appropriate for elementary aged 
children; many of the recipes (falafel, challah, matzah ball soup) are not simple and require much preparation.

This book, like so many other series books, contains factual errors. For example, it gives the date 425 BCE as 
the date of the destruction of the first Temple in Jerusalem—off by more than 150 years. The Purim custom of 
bringing gifts of food to friends (mistakenly called: mishoakh manot) is confused with the High Holiday season; 
the gifts of food are said to “give people who have been mad at each other an opportunity to make up.” The 
glossary defines tshuvah (return, repentance) as a word that means “to return to the truth of oneself.”

In this reviewer’s opinion, books for general readership should introduce all religious stories—from scripture 
or other religious works, with a qualifier, such as: “ Jewish tradition teaches,” or “the Hebrew Bible teaches,” but 
this book often asserts such stories as fact. “God instructed Moses… to climb Mount Sinai”; the oil stayed lit for 
eight days miraculously; and Israel won its War of Independence “through miracles and wonder.”

Many of the projects and pieces of background information presented by the author would be useful to all schools, 
secular and religious, in units of study about Israel. The author’s occasional, overtly religious comments and the 
editor’s failure to catch a number of errors may, unfortunately, make its use more limited than it could have been.

Andrea Rapp, Wise Temple, Cincinnati, OH

Saul, Laya. We Visit Israel. Hockessin. DE: Mitchell Lane. Your Land and My Land: The Middle East Series, 
2012. 64 pp. $33.95. (9781584159575). Gr. 4–7. Reviewed from an advance reading copy.

Reviewers of series books about Israel and other Middle East nations have come to expect factual and editing 
errors, and sometimes bias. Perhaps this publisher wanted to dampen those fears, with its introductory note 
informing us that the “story” (a bad word choice, since this is a non-fiction book—a survey of Israel’s history, 
geographic regions, people, and culture), is “based on the author’s years of living in Israel and on her extensive 
research, which she believes to be accurate.”

While the book is refreshingly free of hostility to either Arabs or Jews, the errors mount up. Twice it says 
that the biblical Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Assyrian Greeks. (It was destroyed by Babylonians, 
centuries before the Greeks conquered the area). It erroneously places the cities of Bethlehem and Hebron inside 
the State of Israel. The Book of Esther is not in the Talmud—it’s in the Bible. A chapter on “Famous Israelis” 
includes born-in-Israel actresses such as Natalie Portman, the violinist Itzhak Perlman, and—Jesus of Nazareth—
an awkward and inaccurate placing of Christianity’s central figure. 

An editor needs to clarify sentences such as “Church bells have been ringing since the fourth century at 
this site [the Church of the Holy Sepulcher].” The statement that “it is not unusual to see bearded Chasidim… 
dancing with soldiers in their khaki greens, guns slung over their shoulders” is more a caricature of Israel than 
a true portrait of everyday life. If these and other errors can be corrected in a later edition, this could be a title 
worth purchasing, but for now, it cannot be recommended.              Andrea Rapp, Isaac M. Wise Temple, Cincinnati
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JeWISH LIFe AND VALUeS
Glick, Shifra. Shikufitzky Street. Nanuet, NY: Feldheim, 2011. 97 pp. $20.99. (9781598266528). Gr. 2–6.

This compilation of comic strip-style cartoons features the residents of Shikufitzky Street, a fictional 
neighborhood in Israel. Clever children, a bubby and zaidy (grandfather and grandmother), and fix-it man Gershon 
“the Genius” interact in these amusing pages. All the characters are clearly Orthodox, but most of the humor 
does not depend on knowing about Orthodox Judaism—or Judaism at all. Simple, colorful illustrations add to the 
comics’ appeal. Note that printing glitches made several pages in the review copy appear blurry. Recommended.

Marci Lavine Bloch, D&R International, Silver Spring, MD
Kohuth, Jane. Estie the Mensch. Illus. by Rosanne Litzinger. New York: Random House, 2011. 32 pp. $16.99. 
(9780375867781). Preschool–2.

Estie, a round-faced girl of about four, likes to mimic animals. When Mrs. Zipper, her neighbor, asks her what 
she would like to be when she grows up, Estie pulls her jacket over her head and pretends to be a turtle. “Zai a 
mensch” (be a mensch), her grandmother says. At dinner time, Estie mimics her dog Flopper by crawling under 
the dining room table and sniffing her family’s feet. Once again, she is told to be a mensch. Estie acts like a seagull 
at the beach, an elephant in the library, and a monkey at the grocery store. Each time she playfully mimics an 
animal, Estie is told by an adult to be a mensch. Finally, Estie and her grandmother have some fun. They take a trip 
to the zoo where they meet grandmother’s friend Violet and her grandson Petie. Petie laughs each time Estie copies 
animal behavior. He is delighted by Estie’s humorous mimicry. Estie and Petie’s grandmothers buy them each 
an ice cream cone. The ice cream falls out of Petie’s cone and he is inconsolable. Estie takes one of her chocolate 
scoops of ice cream with sprinkles and shovels it into Petie’s cone. Estie’s grandmother remarks, “Well, that’s my 
Estie... She’s a real mensch.” While it is true that sharing her ice cream with Petie is a menschlich act, it is sad that the 
adults in this book mistake Estie’s playful (maybe annoying) behavior for Estie not being a mensch. She is a mensch 
all through the book and proves it at the end. The story is cute and wistful, but apart from Estie’s generosity at the 
end, it does not have anything to do with being or not being a mensch. The adults are unsympathetic characters 
and a good parent or child psychologist would disagree with their treatment of Estie. Although the colorful 
glossy illustrations are attractive and enhance the text, Estie the Mensch is not recommended.

Ilka Gordon, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, Cleveland, OH

Kugel, Bruriah. Effy Does the Job. Effy Series #4. Illus. by Yoni Gerstein. Nanuet, NY: Feldheim, 2011. 27pp. 
$13.99.  (9781598267105). Preschool.

 In this fourth installment of the Effy series, Effy, the adorable chick, takes over his imma’s (mother’s) job 
of cleaning up the rubbish outside their house. None of the other animals passing by is willing to help him, so 
he completes the daunting job by himself without complaining. Afterwards, the animals realize that they should 
have helped out and promise to clean up their messes from now on. Although the story never explicitly states 
the terms middot, mitzvah or mensch (character traits, good deed and, good person), the messages of helping 
others and having a positive attitude are clear. Even though this book was published by Feldheim, an Orthodox 
publisher, it could be understood by children of all Jewish denominations while remaining acceptable for 
Orthodox preschools, because the illustrations feature the mothers with covered heads and wearing long skirts. 
Young children will enjoy the animals acting like humans along with the bouncy, rhyming text. However, the 
book is too long for toddler age children. When reading to children under the age of three years old, redundant 
pages that describe each animal refusing to help both Effy’s imma and Effy could be skipped. Recommended.  

Heather Lenson, Librarian of the Ratner Media & Technology Center at the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland 
and Editor of The Jewish Valuesfinder.

Kugel, Bruriah. Effy’s Twin Brothers. Illus.by Yoni Gerstein. Nanuet, NY: Feldheim, 2011. $13.99. 27 pp. 
(9781598267044). Preschool.

Effy’s Twin Brothers is the third in the Effy series. Effy and his family are yellow chicks. His newly-hatched 
twin brothers are different from the rest of the family, because one has black feathers and the other has white 
feathers. When mother hen sees her new babies, she delightedly declares, “They’re perfect, just right!” The 
newly-hatched twins are not happy being black and white. They long to be yellow like the rest of the chicks. 
After complaining to their friends about being different and jumping into a bucket of yellow paint, they come 
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to the realization that whatever Hashem gives you is perfectly right. Effy’s Twin Brothers is recommended for 
the picture book collection of school and synagogue libraries. It is written in rhyme that flows easily, carries 
the story line along, is not forced and makes sense. The full page color illustrations are beautiful, especially the 
twin chicks who are cute and charming. Effy’s Twin Brothers is an excellent read-aloud book for ages 2–5. The 
oversized format lends itself to reading in a classroom or library setting.

Ilka Gordon, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, Cleveland, OH

Marshall, Linda Elovitz. Grandma Rose’s Magic. Illus. by Ag Jatkowska. Minneapolis: Kar-Ben, 2012. 24pp. 
$7.95. (978076135215) Pbk. Reviewed from an advance reading copy. Preschool–Gr. 2.

 What goes around comes around arrives in a sweet way in the form of a sewing grandmother who always 
does something extra. Her mitzvot (good deeds) do not go unnoticed, supporting the surprise ending. Grandma 
Rose sews for young and old: clothes, blankets, table cloths, dolls. She saves her money to buy a set of Shabbat 
china dishes, just like the ones she used at her grandmother’s as a girl. Her coin jar fills, the bank converts the 
coins to dollars, but alas, when she arrives at the department store, all the dishes have been sold. On the way 
home, Grandma Rose markets to prepare a banquet meal to ease her sadness. When she enters her home, there 
are all her family, friends and customers each—drum roll!—with a piece of the long sought china purposely 
purchased to say “thank you”. Ah that the world were so full of innocent gratitude and memory. But why not 
let a youngster relish this idea as a spur to good deeds? The magic of the sewing is more than the product; it is 
the joy of that extra kindness. The dialogue is sprightly if a little too “by gosh, by golly”; the illustrations deliver 
pert, pleased, happy people. There is bare bones overt Jewish content: customers with Jewish names, mention of 
“Shabbos”, and one picture of a Shabbat dinner. However, the value of tikkun olam (repairing the world) jumps 
off every page. If this is what magical sewing can accomplish, hooray for that stitch in time! 

Ellen G. Cole, Temple Isaiah, Los Angeles, CA

Peysin, Shainy. Whatever the Weather. Illus. by Emily Owens. New York: HaChai, 2011. 28 pp. $12.95. 
(9781929628568). Preschool–Gr. 1.

A young narrator describes, in rhymed verse, all the things he loves about different kinds of weather. Jumping 
in puddles and watching sparkling raindrops when it’s wet, splashing in the pool and playing outside when it’s 
sunny, flying a kite when it’s windy, and making a snowman and drinking hot cocoa when it’s snowy are all fun 
for him. He recognizes that Hashem makes the sun shine and sends the rain, wind, and snow to help the world 
to grow. Emily Owens’s illustrations show the boy’s glee at experiencing each of the natural phenomena he 
describes, and his parents and siblings seem to share his appreciation for them all. Laminated pages give the book 
a pleasing feel, and may help to protect the pages from damage caused by overenthusiastic young readers. 

Marci Lavine Bloch, D&R International, Silver Spring, MD

Schubert, Leda. The Princess of Borscht. Illus. By Bonnie Christensen. New York: Roaring Brook Press, 2011. 
32 pp. $17.99. (9781596435155)  Gr. 1–3.

Ruthie’s hospitalized grandmother complains about the bland institutional food, exaggerating to the point of 
causing her granddaughter alarm by saying, “a person could starve to death here.” The elderly patient asserts that 
only a serving of hot borscht made from her secret recipe will hasten her recovery. However, before divulging 
the ingredients, Ruthie’s grandmother falls asleep. Ruthie quickly learns that not all great cooks write their 
recipes down. Resorting to the help of neighbors who all feel they are royal mistresses of their culinary domains, 
Ruthie whips up a batch of the hearty soup, tapping into her own inner Julia Child to figure out the final special 
ingredient. Ruthie’s grandmother, “the Queen of Borscht,” pronounces the soup delicious and the budding chef 
bestows upon herself the title of “Princess of Borscht.” Christensen’s lively rendered paintings of the bickering 
neighbors capture the essence of the phrase “too many cooks spoil the broth” or in this case, the borscht. For all 
aspiring borscht princesses, Ruthie’s easy-to-follow soup recipe is printed on the book’s back cover.

Allison Marks, Temple Israel Library, Akron, OH
Shenker, Leah. At Home with the Goodman Family. Nanuet, NY: Feldheim, 2011. 83 pp. $21.99 (9781598266917). 
Preschool–Gr. 2.

The four children of the Goodman family introduce their clock, washing machine, broom, photo album, 
umbrella, shtender (bookstand), telephone, calendar, and swing—each of which plays an important role in the 
family’s life. Each anthropomorphic item tells about its purpose in rhymed verse. In the Goodman family, 
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washing, cooking, cleaning, morning school preparation, and 
bedtime are Mommy’s purview; Abba is mentioned only in the 
section about the shtender, which holds his books when he is 
learning. The verses often don’t rhyme. Some of the content may 
confuse young readers, like the umbrella describing the water 
droplets left on it as its tears of happiness for a job well done. 
Other readers may find the prospect of a Big Brother-like clock or 
broom keeping tabs on them kind of creepy. Cheerful, brightly-
colored illustrations on every two-page spread feature modestly 
dressed children and wide-eyed household items.              

Marci Lavine Bloch, D&R International, Silver Spring, MD

Waldman, Debby and Rita Feutl. Room Enough for Daisy. 
Illus. by Cindy Revell. Custer, WA: Orca, 2011. 32 pp. $19.95. 
(9781554692552) Gr. 1–3. Reviewed from an advance reading 
copy.

Daisy stands in the middle of her cluttered bedroom and 
declares, “I need a bigger room!” What Daisy really needs is a 
feng shui consultant. Strewn with books, a keyboard, school 
projects, and toys, Daisy’s personal space cannot withstand the 
impending onslaught of birthday gifts she expects to receive. 
The room overflows with what George Carlin used to refer to as 
“stuff”. Daisy’s Mom implements an ingenious plan to teach her 
hoarding daughter a lesson about when to say enough is enough, 
and to give her a chance to practice tzedakah (charity) at the same 
time. Based loosely on an Eastern European folktale, Waldman’s 
contemporary take on conspicuous consumption will open young 
readers’ eyes to the idea that less is indeed more. Bright digitally-
created illustrations fill entire pages and add whimsy to this story 
about the importance of choosing what is important in life. 

Allison Marks, Temple Israel Library, Akron, OH

SHABBAT AND HoLIDAYS
Kimmel, Eric A. The Golem’s Latkes. Illus. by Aaron Jasinski. 
Tarrytown, NY: Marshall Cavendish, 2011. 40 pp. $17.99. 
(9780761459040). Gr. 1–3. 

Kimmel’s light-hearted adaptation of the Golem legend 
transforms the kabbalistically (mystically) created clay protector of 
Prague Jews into a hard-working handyman, an overzealous Merry 
Maid, and a tireless short-order cook. When Rabbi Judah leaves 
to meet with Emperor Rudolf at the Royal Palace, he instructs 
Basha, his new housemaid, to make the necessary preparations for 
the evening’s Hanukkah celebration. Reluctantly he agrees to her 
request to enlist the golem’s help, but not before implicitly telling 
her to stay within the house while the clay creature is working, 
for it will keep doing a chore until told to stop. As expected, the 
absent-minded girl slips out to visit a friend, leaving the magically 
charged creature peeling, chopping, mixing, and frying up latkes 
with the abandon of a Food Network chef. The golem surpasses 
even my mother-in-law’s culinary ability to cook vast quantities 
of food, making enough potato pancakes to feed the entire city 
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of Prague throughout the entire eight days and eight nights of Hanukkah before Rabbi Judah hastily returns 
home to shout, “Golem, enough!” Jasinski’s acrylic illustrations on wood panels further bring the single-minded 
golem to life, making it look like a sleek giant robot from a 1950s sci-fi movie. This book is a PJ Library selection, 
a Sydney Taylor Notable Book,  and the perfect selection for any Judaic library collection.

Allison Marks, Temple Israel Library, Akron, OH

Korngold, Jamie. Sadie and the Big Mountain. Illus. by Julie Fortenberry. Minneapolis: Kar-Ben, 2012. 32 p. 
$17.95. (9780761364924.) Preschool. Reviewed from an advance reader’s copy.

Sadie’s synagogue preschool is spending the week preparing for Shavuot, the culmination of which will be 
a mountain hike, similar to Moshe ascending Mount Sinai. Sadie does not like hiking, and as the class makes 
walking sticks, learns the Ten Commandments, and makes blintzes, Sadie imagines getting sick with different 
ailments so she won’t have to go. When the fateful day arrives, Rabbi Jamie, the hike leader, shows her that the 
mountain is not so big (it’s the hill behind the school). She explains to Sadie that Mount Sinai was not the biggest 
mountain, either, because God wanted to “teach us that anyone can climb high enough to reach God.”

Written by the “Adventure Rabbi,” whose daughter is named Sadie - of Sadie’s Sukkah Breakfast (Kar-Ben, 2011) 
- the book is obviously autobiographical as the anticipation of facing a fear is combined with the Jewish holiday. The 
story works well, both in terms of integrating the aspects of Shavuot and the need to prepare both spiritually and 
physically for a Jewish holiday. The narrative stays true to the age level. The illustrations are colorful and expressive, 
particularly a very pink bedroom and Sadie’s “imagination bubbles.” The female pre-school teacher and Rabbi 
Jamie both wear kippot, as do some of the boys and girls. That, with the idea of “climbing high enough to reach 
God,” makes this a recommended title for non-Orthodox libraries serving pre-school (ages three to five) patrons.                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                       Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ

Lehman-Wilzig, Tami with Nicole Katzman. Nathan Blows Out the Hanukkah Candles. Illus. by Jeremy 
Tugeau. Minneapolis: Kar-Ben, 2011. 30 pp. $7.95. (9780761366584) Pbk. Kdg.–Gr. 3.

Jacob’s older brother, Nathan, celebrates the lighting of the menorah in his own unique way, as he does 
everything else, by blowing out the candles as soon as they are lit. Nathan exhibits behavior that we associate 
with autism, but Jacob just finds it annoying. He is thrilled when a new boy moves in next door that he can play 
with, until his new friend makes fun of Nathan’s behavior and calls him weird. His new friend, Steven, is just not 
nice when faced with Nathan’s behavior. Relationships between the boys are strained, until the parents, patient 
with this special child and described as being extremely sensitive, plan a solution that works well and is satisfying 
to everyone’s needs, both acknowledging Nathan’s uniqueness and celebrating the holiday together in a special 
way. There is a realistic description of Jacob working through his conflicting emotions about his brother while 
attempting to fit his new friend into his life. There is also a lot of love in this book, written by an author who has 
written many children’s books of Jewish interest. Lovely watercolor illustrations add to the story. The description 
of life with an autistic child in the family makes the book’s message universal and not limited to Jewish collections, 
but it is certainly worthwhile for any Judaica library. Based on a real child, a real “Nathan,” this tale can provide a 
wonderful way to introduce autism and indeed any kind of special children to young children and their families. 
It will allow both parents and teachers to trigger discussion of special children, as well. 

Shelly Feit, Moriah School Library, Englewood, NJ

Manushkin, Fran. Many Days, One Shabbat.  Illus. By Maria Monescillo. Tarrytown, NY :  Marshall Cavendish 
Children, 2011. (24)p. $12.99. ISBN: 978-0-7614-5695-1. Preschool. 

 One Yes, Many No’s. Yes to the pervading peace in the home and family togetherness.  No to format, 
setting, plot, point and message. This content belongs in a board book format, not a picture book. The warm 
illustrations are lovely, but the text has no content making connections.  There are not enough words to educate 
about the Sabbath, including the word Shabbat itself which appears only twice: in the title and on the last page. 
Since this is a book for children, the authors have omitted the word wine. The setting appears to be realistic; it is 
not. Does this family live in dreamland? In an idyllic past? On the outer rim of civilization?  Preparations occur 
Friday day: neither parent works; no picture indicates work at home. Maybe this setting works for an annual 
holiday, but for weekly observance, too much suspension of disbelief. The plot lacks tension or interest. It is a 
laundry list of chores to accomplish a dinner which celebrates, huh? You are meant to connect candles, challah 
and dinner company (whose napkins sport six pointed stars on a bare board table). These items merely occur, 
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they are not an attention getting puzzle. What is the point? Holidays make children work as hard as adults?  
Togetherness needs religion?  The message of “peace, joy, love,” is clearly delivered. Just wondering: are we 
hippies or Jews? Fran Manushkin is an excellent author of many fine works of literature for Jewish children. 
This volume reeks of dictation by the PJ Library. The result is one book, many fears of presenting Jewish identity 
unless it is bland treacle. The book sounds so sweet, says so little: many good intentions, one big miss.

Ellen G. Cole, Temple Isaiah, Los Angeles, CA

Rouss, Sylvia. A Touch of Chanukah: A Touch and Feel Book. Illus. by Boruch Becker. Brooklyn, NY: Merkos 
L’Inyonei Chinuch, 2011. $9.95. 12pp. (97808266001134) Board Book. Preschool.
Krinsky, Rivkah. A Touch of Shabbat: A Touch and Feel Book. Illus.by Boruch Becker. Brooklyn, NY: Merkos 
L’Inyonei Chinuch, 2011. $9.95. 12pp. (9780826600196) Board Book. Preschool.

Finally two board books published by Merkos L’Inyonei Chinuch (the educational arm of Chabad-Lubavitch) 
appropriate for ages 2–5 that are accurate, make sense, teach about the holiday, and are fun to read no matter 
what level of Jewish observance or nonobservance is practiced by the reader. In A Touch of Shabbat the reader 
can sniff wine, feel a velvet challah cover, touch scales on fish, and feel a shiny, silky white tablecloth. In A 
Touch of Chanukah children can feel a sticky jelly doughnut, crispy latkes, and waxy candles. The children and 
adults in Boruch Becker’s realistic, colorful illustrations are handsome and well dressed. Both books are highly 
recommended for the preschool collection of all libraries.

Ilka Gordon, Librarian, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, Cleveland, OH

Shulimson, Sarene. Lights Out Shabbat. Illus. by Jeff Ebbeler. Minneapolis: Kar-Ben, 2012. 32 pp. $17.95. 
(9780761375647). Reviewed from an advance reading copy. Preschool–Gr. 2.

In her first children’s book, Shulimson tells a sweet story about keeping the Sabbath even when the unexpected 
occurs. When a snowstorm knocks out the power at his grandparents’ house in Georgia soon after the Shabbat 
candles are lit, a little boy finds that a Sabbath without electricity can be special. Dessert becomes cherry cones 
made from snow harvested from the yard. The evening is spent snuggling on his grandfather’s lap while listening 
to family stories. The next day is filled with making a snowman with his grandmother, then going on a walk, 
taking a nap, playing with old toys in the attic, and, towards evening, searching through a telescope for the 
three stars which signify the Sabbath’s end.  It is only after his grandfather wishes him “Shavuah Tov” that the 
electricity comes back on with the light fixtures burning, the refrigerator humming, and the television blaring. 
Ebbeler’s illustrations, done in layered acrylic paints on paper, use subtle reds, oranges, and yellows to capture 
the warm love the family feels for each other and echo the lights of the burning candles which create a sense of 
togetherness. A wonderful book to share under any weather conditions.     

Allison Marks, Temple Israel Library, Akron, OH

Terwilliger, Kelly. Barnyard Purim. Illus. by Barbara Johansen Newman. Minneapolis: Kar-Ben, 2012. 32 pp. 
$17.95 (9780761345138). Kdg–Gr.3. Reviewed from an advance reading copy.

Purim is a time for pretending—a time for little girls to dress up as courageous queens and for little boys to 
sprout fake beards and masquerade as Mordecai or Haman. Not wanting to miss out on the fun, Farmer Max’s 
livestock decide to stage their own Purim play. Chicken channels Cecile B. DeMille and takes charge as the 
play’s director, assigning roles to her four-footed or feathered thespians and coaching her amateurish players 
as to their lines and to the storyline itself. The cast includes Duck as Queen Esther, Goat as Mordecai, Horse 
as King Ahashuerus, Sheep as Haman, the Cows as noisemakers, and the Geese as the audience. Timid Sheep 
has trouble immersing himself into the villain’s role and cries every time the Cows moo when Haman’s name 
comes up. Goat suggests Sheep put on an old wolf costume so as to get into character and tap into his evil side. 
Meanwhile, Fox slinks into the barnyard looking for his next meal. Reminiscent of a Shakespearean comedy 
where identities become confused, everyone thinks Fox is Sheep in disguise. All the animals remain in character, 
except for Fox, who stays true to his own character. When Fox lunges for Duck, the real acting begins and 
Terwilliger’s barnyard farce becomes a real-life drama. Newman’s full-bleed spreads of the wide-eyed animals 
open up like miniature stages before the young readers’ eyes and fully add to the sense of a play unfolding. A 
charming and light-hearted Purim story from the author of Bubbe Isabella and the Sukkot Cake.

Allison Marks, Temple Israel Library, Akron, OH
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Bar-Cohn, Kerry, and David Bar-Cohn. Get Ready for Shabbos/Jewish Holiday Celebration. Rebbetzin Tap & 
Friends. David & Kerry Bar-Cohn, 2011. 

Rebbetzin Tap, also known as Kerry Bar-Cohn, produced two DVDs for children. For her fans, the videos 
are a joy: lively, full of song and dance and an evident love of Judaism. They are the kind of children’s videos 
that parents can enjoy watching with their kids, not just using as a visual pacifier (an issue for a much different 
discussion) because the lyrics are often clever and set to well-known tunes. Her videos teach about Shabbos and 
the Jewish holidays, and include demonstrations of how to make challah and what constitutes a kosher sukkah. 
The CD includes songs from both videos as well as two bonus tracks sung by Mr. Bar-Cohn and his band.

For those unfamiliar with the videos, the songs are out of context. Visual clues for words like fedora and netz 
are not available, and without seeing the positive energy of Sabbath preparations, the songs make it sound like 
a drudgery of cleaning and shopping. Although the lyrics are available on the website (www.rebbetzintap.com), 
some listeners may be challenged by the Hebrew words dispersed through the songs. The parody songs work better 
than the original compositions, which have a slow tempo and include a rather long ballad (“You Mean the World 
to Me”), and a song about faith that will go over the heads of young listeners. The songs are meant for an Orthodox 
audience, but are appropriate for all denominations - there are obviously women’s voices (Kol Ishah). For those who 
enjoy the videos, the CD allows you to take the music with you. For others, this is an optional purchase.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ
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eDIToR’S NoTe
These titles, reviewed in the adult readers section, may also be of interest to teenagers.

Avey, Denis with Rob Broomby. The Man Who Broke Into Auschwitz: A True Story of World War II.
Bauman, Mark K. Jewish American Chronology: Chronologies of the American Mosaic.
Brown, Erica. In the Narrow Places: Daily Inspiration for the Three Weeks.  
Lieberson, Shmuel. Raisins and Almonds: Illustrations to Shalom Aleichem Stories and Yiddish Folk Songs.
Merlin, Samuel. Millions of Jews to Rescue: A Bergson Group Leader’s Account of the Campaign to Save 
Jews from the Holocaust.

www.rebbetzintap.com
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NoNFICTIoN

Almit, Zalman and Daphna Levit. Israeli Rejectionism: A Hidden Agenda in the Middle East Peace Process. 
New York: Pluto Press, 2011. 208 pp. $95.00 cloth; $30.00 pbk. (9780745330297; 9780745330280).

The title essentially sets out the overall theme of this book. Notably, national policy is based upon a strategy 
in accordance with the perceived interests of state policy makers in line with what are thought to be threats to 
the state. Both authors are Israelis, one a behavioral neuroscientist, the other a financial analyst and both have 
been associated with academic institutions. Admittedly, both authors, with their traditional Israeli-educated 
background, were committed Zionists up to the 1967 Arab-Israeli war when Israeli defense strategy included 
the initiation of a Jewish settlement development, located in militarily strategic spots on the West Bank. This 
effort, along with Defense Minister Moshe Dayan’s public statement of the importance of retention of Sharm 
El Sheikh, the emergence of Gush Emunim and the Greater Israel Movement led the authors to believe that 
territorial expansion was prioritized higher than a peaceful relationship with Israel’s Arab neighbors. Peace, it is 
understood is a condition based upon compromise and this is the thesis of the book: Israel has not sought peace 
unless its security interests were totally realized. This book, because of its deeply polemical nature, is better 
suited to an academic library.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC 

Arnow, David. Creating Lively Passover Seders: a Sourcebook of Engaging Tales, Texts & Activities. 2nd ed. 
Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights, 2011. 415 pp. $24.99 (978158023443)

This book looks at the Seder from 25 different angles, drawing from the Haggadah, the Torah, and the Mishnah. 
The author goes into great detail about the history of the Seder, detailing many of the changes that have taken 
place throughout history. Included are sections on the four questions, the four children, the sages, Pesach as a 
spring holiday, slavery, Pesach and Israel, the plagues, redemption, Elijah, and the music of the Seder. There is 
a section from Mishnah Pesachim, a bibliography, and an index. The preface notes that this new edition contains 
a new chapter on music, as well as chapters on the Seder plate and on Moses. The author has obviously studied 
Pesach in depth, but despite the title, this book is more of a study of the Seder as a historic tradition than an 
actual guide to conducting a Seder. There are suggestions for using the book that involve printing copies of 
readings, contacting guests ahead of time, and organizing discussions in different rooms before the Seder even 
begins. This approach will probably be impractical for most readers. Most of the sections do provide questions 
that may trigger discussion among the right mix of guests. The book has an accompanying website, www.
livelyseders.com that offers more activities, articles about Pesach, and a downloadable Haggadah text for users 
to cut and paste in the process of creating their own Haggadahs. This book is recommended for synagogue 
libraries, but a better choice for those that don’t own it yet is The Family Participation Haggadah: A Different Night, 
by Noam Zion and David Dishon.  

Beth Dwoskin, Catalog Librarian, Proquest; 
Chair, Library Committee, Beth Israel Congregation, Ann Arbor, MI

Avey, Denis with Rob Broomby. The Man Who Broke Into Auschwitz: A True Story of World War II. 
Philadelphia, PA: DaCapo Press, 2011. 264 pp. $25. (9780306819650). Also available as an ebook. 

Denis Avey was a young man who enlisted in the RAF, fighting in North Africa in a division known as the 
“Desert Rats.” His platoon was captured and eventually landed in a POW camp adjacent to Auschwitz. While 
conditions for them were not as terrible as for “the stripeys” (Jews), they nonetheless endured starvation and disease 
throughout their imprisonment. While supervising some construction, Avey befriended two Jewish laborers and 
eventually arranged to spend two brief visits in the concentration camp as he swapped clothes with Ernst, a Jewish 
laborer. Avey spent a night in the crowded bunks and saw how truly terrible things were. Eventually, Allied 
troops commenced bombing the camp, and the POWs as well as the Auschwitz prisoners began death marches, to 
different destinations. After liberation, Avey suffered from many medical problems and the emotional angst his 
imprisonment caused. He frequently wondered what happened to Ernst and was convinced he must have died 
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in the death march. Through the assistance of a BBC reporter, Ernst’s sister, who had escaped to England with the 
Kindertransport, was located and a meeting was held. Ernst, who had survived the war and immigrated to the 
United States, had often spoken of an RAF soldier named “Ginger” (Avey) who has befriended him and supplied 
him with cigarettes to trade for food in the camps. Ernst had died a few years prior, but Avey had achieved inner 
peace that good things can come out of bad situations. This is one of the most interesting memoirs on World War II 
ever written, although readers would need an historical background to better understand what the concentration 
camps were about. Highly recommended for high school, college and adult readers. 

Martin Goldberg, Head Librarian, Penn State University, Monaca, PA

Baskind, Samantha & Larry Silver,. Jewish Art, A Modern History. London: Reaktion Books, 2011. 311p. $35.00 
(9781861898029).

This scholarly book explores the work of European, American and Israeli artists during the past two 
centuries. Even though it is not comprehensive, it is broad in scope, focusing principally on Jewish painters and 
sculptors. The definition of Jewish art is discussed in the introduction. Using both chronological and a regional 
approach, the authors aim to provide an understanding of the issues and ideas influencing modern Jewish 
artists. In addition to chapters on European, American and Israeli artists, the book covers art and the Holocaust 
and revolutions in art and politics. There are 149 illustrations, many in color, on heavy, white paper, with large, 
readable type presented in two columns. In addition to a twelve-page bibliography, bibliographic references 
are included for each chapter. A useful conclusion ties together many of the themes brought out in the text. 
Samantha Baskind and Larry Silver are art history professors at Cleveland State University and the University 
of Pennsylvania, respectively. This work is a concise survey and overview of Jewish art and artists, a valuable 
resource for academic and research library collections.     

Susan Freiband, Retired Library Educator, Arlington, VA

Batnitzky, Leora. How Judaism Became a Religion: An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2011. 224 pp. $27.95 (9780691130729). Also available as an ebook.

This very interesting book asks some fundamental questions about whether modern Jewish thought views 
Judaism as a religion (in the modern, Protestant notion where religion is a personal and private matter) or 
something different. Historic Judaism, with its emphasis on nationhood, law, practice and community is very 
different from the Protestant notion of religion.   

The author begins by distinguishing the premodern period, which viewed Judaism as a entity that 
encompasses religion, nationality and culture, from the modern period, which began with the emergence of the 
Enlightenment and the modern nation-state and marked a progressive shift from the national and the community 
to the personal and individual.  The fundamental question asked by modern Jewish thought is “What value is 
there to Judaism in a time in which Jews don’t have to be defined as Jews?” This question has been answered in 
different ways by modern Jewish thinkers and serves as the central and animating question of this work.

Batnitzky weaves together her arguments utilizing the writings of a host of Jewish philosophers including, 
Mendelssohn, Geiger, Hirsch, Graetz, Krochmal, Cohen, Soloveitchik, Leibowitz, Buber, Rosenzweig, Fackenheim, 
Levinas, Herzl, Kaplan and Strauss. The first five chapters of the book marshal arguments that view Judaism from 
the eighteenth century (the advent of modernity) and on as a “religion.” The next four chapters reject the notion 
of Judaism as a “religion” and instead focus on the “emergence of the individual.” The book concludes with the 
depiction of the ultra Orthodox who reject the modern attempt to divide Judaism into separate realms and therefore 
refuse to engage in this very modern debate as to whether Judaism may be considered a religion or not?

This book is lucidly written and can be read by the scholar and general interested reader alike.
David Tesler, Yonkers, New York

Bauman, Mark K. Jewish American Chronology: Chronologies of the American Mosaic. Santa Barbara: 
Greenwood, 2011. 155 pp. $85. (9780313376047). 

Compact, complete, compelling! This new chronology of Jewish life in America is a reference book that draws 
you into reading much more than you intended to look up. It is easy to read, easy to use.  One of 20 overarching 
topics (ex: culture, government, religion) clearly starts each entry. The book explains these abbreviations; readers 
can follow a theme as well as history’s general flow.  An index allows readers to track most, not all, subjects 
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through scattered century entries; ex: population, yes; Nobels, no. The book is divided – chronologically, natch 
– into six eras.  Each era begins with an overview of the period’s sweeping changes in many, if not all, of the 20 
topics. The columns of facts are relieved by photographs and unusual personality profile boxes (hard to read 
on a dark background) that highlight women as well as men, charity workers as well as the rich and famous. 
One embarrassing error is in the first line of the Introduction - in a date – double oops for a book on chronology! 
– which appears correctly on page two.  The tone is positive; students gain more than knowledge; the volume 
reinforces pride in being a Jew and an American. US Jews created communities, contributed to society, confronted 
anti-Semitism, and confounded the European experience of a fringe group, never fully accepted as nationals 
despite freedoms.  This slim volume is a delight at a time when print references are becoming beloved relics.  
Learn and enjoy from this well recommended work for high school and up.

Ellen G. Cole, Temple Isaiah, Los Angeles, CA

Baumgarten, Albert I. et. al., editors. Halakhah in Light of Epigraphy. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 
(Journal of Ancient Judaism Supplements; vol. 3), 2011. 303 pp. $89 (9783525550175).

Most people who devote time to studying the Talmud probably tend to think of the talmudic discussions 
as existing in a theoretical universe, isolated from the real world. It can be jarring to realize that, at the time of 
the Mishnah and even before, concepts such as mikveh (ritual bath), tefillin (phylacteries), terumah and ma’aser 
(tithes) referred to a tangible reality. Beyond the initial surprise, such a realization should direct researchers 
of talmudic texts to investigate the archeological finds, while forcing archeologists to pay careful attention to 
rabbinic sources while interpreting their material finds. Halakhah in Light of Epigraphy is a collection of articles, 
based on lectures delivered at a conference at Bar Ilan University that explore this issue from different angles. 
They analyze texts from the Qumran caves, legal documents in Aramaic and Greek that were found in other 
caves throughout the Judean desert, and archeological remains such as inscriptions and even food remnants. 
Two articles that stand out for their contemporary relevance are those by Shamma Friedman, on a bill of divorce 
from Masada in comparison with later rabbinic sources, and Yonatan Adler, on the tefillin unearthed in the area. 
A major presence is that of Hanan Eshel, who co-edited the volume and contributed a survey of all the legal 
documents found in the Judean desert. He died in April 2010.

This volume is an important contribution to the study of Jewish law in antiquity, with relevance to Rabbinics, 
Dead Sea Scroll studies, and archeology. 

Pinchas Roth, graduate student in the Talmud Department at Hebrew University, Jerusalem

Ben-Sasson, Menahem, et. al, editors. Uncovering the Canon: Studies in Canonicity and Genizah.  Jerusalem: 
The Hebrew University Magnes Press (Scholion – Interdisciplinary Research Center in Jewish Studies; The 
Mandel Institute of Jewish Studies),  479 pp. $42.67 (9789654935234). Also available as an ebook.

Sixteen researchers, members of the first research group of Scholion, explore the subject of how works 
endure and what is a Canon. The group adopted a five steps model for examining the diverse works: Birth, 
Acceptance, Decline, Renaissance, and Canonization. The book is in Hebrew (ha-Kanon ha-Samui min ha-Ayin), 
with a translation by Shuli Schneiderman of the Introduction, Title page, and Table of Contents, into English.

The volume opens with exploration of Canon based on the findings of the Genizah. Does the Genizah 
represent fragments of canonized works or just popular ones?  Others analyze Genizah, and additional texts, 
as a reflection of social, historical and cultural periods. Of particular interest are the Canon phenomena in the 
modern world: Amia Lieblich examines the collective memory of the children of Gush Etzion, and Maya Benish-
Weisman deals with “Transformation and Preservation in Jewish Identity Characteristics of Immigrants from 
the Former USSR.” Yoel Regev and Christoph Schmidt conclude the volume with two essays concerning the 
academic research in kabbalah, and twentieth-century philosophy in relation to theology.

Tables and diagrams greatly facilitate the understanding of the various topics. Illuminating footnotes appear 
conveniently at the bottom of the appropriate pages.

Uncovering the Canon is an important academic work in the multidisciplinary field of Jewish Studies. The 
volume would have benefited from an index, and from a biographical appendix of the contributors. Uncovering 
the Canon will enhance academic and theological libraries as well as philosophy collections. 
Nira G. Wolfe, Independent researcher, Highland Park, IL; Head Librarian Hebrew Theological College (retired), Skokie, IL
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Bick, Ezra. In His Mercy: Understanding the Thirteen Middot. Translated by David Silverberg. New Milford, 
CT: Maggid Books and Yeshivat Har Etzion, 2011. 131 pp. $22.96 (9781613290026). Also available as an ebook.

The ‘Thirteen Middot (Attributes) of Mercy’ is a biblical passage recited as part of the Selihot prayers during 
the High Holiday period. Many congregations recite the passage daily. With fewer than twenty words, it is the 
type of prayer that people can recite by heart without ever understanding it properly. In His Mercy is a book 
aimed at the serious reader, who is conversant in talmudic texts and talmudic modes of thinking, looking for 
deeper insight into this prayer.

Rabbi Bick is a veteran teacher at Yeshivat Har Etzion, with graduate degrees in philosophy. His wide 
knowledge, analytic sharpness and pedagogic skills all come to the fore in this book, which is based on classes 
he delivered at Yeshivat Har Etzion. Each of the thirteen attributes is dealt with in a separate chapter. The prose 
is straightforward, the tone is sympathetic and the allusions are wide-ranging, making this an inspiring example 
of what contemporary Jewish religious writing could look like.

Pinchas Roth, graduate student in the Talmud Department at Hebrew University, Jerusalem

Bigman, David. The Fire and the Cloud: Contemporary Reflections on the Weekly Torah Reading. Jerusalem: 
Gefen Publishing, 2011. 160 pp. $18.95 (9789652294890).

Rabbi Bigman, the Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivat Maale Gilboa in Israel, expresses a profound insight in the 
introduction: “every aspect of Torah involves tension between uncovering the truths concealed in the revelations 
of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings, and uncovering the truths hidden in ourselves, through our own creative 
involvement and interaction with God’s Torah.” His approach to Torah study involves delving into the verses 
and often using innovative thought to interpret them. There is a discussion of the text for each weekly Torah 
portion where Rabbi Bigman focuses on a thought. He quotes from such diverse sources as Rabbi Nachman 
and Rav Kook, and often argues the point of the rabbi who dissented from the accepted line of reasoning in the 
Talmud. Existentialism is often a part of the discussion, as is perception or perspective.

The Fire and the Cloud is a translation for the English language audience of Yoducha Rayonai, the popular 
Hebrew edition based on the rabbi’s Sabbath lessons. There are brief footnotes included below the text, but with no 
back matter (index, biographies of commentators, glossary of terms); the reader must be familiar with the weekly 
portions as well as some of the basic commentaries.  But theories about Joseph’s megalomania and arrogance, 
the linear nature of history, or likening Isaac’s failing vision to impressionist painting, may put off those who 
prefer traditional textual analysis and interpretation. Rabbi Bigman’s book does not have approbations from noted 
rabbis, ruling it out for most Orthodox libraries and making it an optional purchase for other Jewish libraries.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; 
Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, AJL

Blatman, Daniel. The Death Marches: The Final Phase of Nazi Genocide. Translated by Chaya Galai. Cambridge, 
MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2011. 561 pp. $35. (9780674050495).

The genocidal policy of the Nazi regime first targeted its own citizens deemed socially unfit for a new and 
healthy German-dominated Europe. Soon thereafter, it dealt with what the Nazis called “The Jewish Question,” 
which was to be answered with Vernichtnung (extermination), at first  through forced labor, concentration camps 
and then through mass executions. The policy and its destructive administration were effectively hidden from the 
German public for fear of their corrosive effect on German morale and German support for Nazi policy. By early 
1945, it became apparent to many Nazi planners that the western powers pushing from the West and the Soviet 
onslaught from the East would ultimately meet up and the knowledge of the bestiality of the concentration camp 
system would be exposed with horrible consequences for those responsible. Hence the decision to evacuate the 
quarter-of-a-million, already physically ravaged prisoners, on what would be a death march to camps closer to 
the German heartland. A legion of material has been available to students of the Shoah, but The Death Marches, 
for some reason emerges as the first systematic treatment of this last phase of the Nazi policy generated.  Daniel 
Batman, a Professor of Jewish History at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, is to be commended for compiling 
this comprehensive treatment. Although expansive in its coverage, it curiously fails to include in as rich in 
detail the role of liberating the camps by Allied forces or the role of collaborators and local populations in the 
destructive actions. Regardless, the book should remain a basic and standard treatment of the tragedy of Nazi 
genocide suitable for a wide range of collections.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC
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Brown, Erica. In the Narrow Places: Daily Inspiration for the Three Weeks. Jerusalem:  Koren Publishers, 2011. 
31 pp. $22.95. (9781592643400).

Dr. Erica Brown, author of Confronting Scandal, Spiritual Boredom and Inspired Jewish Peoplehood, has written 
another scholarly and inspirational book. The three weeks of the title refers to the three weeks preceding the fast 
of Tisha B’Av (the ninth of the month of Av) when Jewish people mourn the loss of the Temple in Jerusalem. A 
lesser mourning period begins three weeks before on the seventeenth of Tamuz, which is also a fast day. The 
mourning comes to a crescendo on Tisha B’Av. Dr. Brown writes a two or three page insightful spiritual lesson 
for each day of this very tragic three week period in Jewish history. At the conclusion of each short essay the 
reader is given a task to perform relating to the idea proposed in the essay. For example: the task for improving 
relationships is to call an estranged relative and reconnect. Regarding Job, the prototype of man’s suffering, 
Dr. Brown suggests that we do an act of loving kindness for someone we do not know who is going through 
difficulties. In the Narrow Places:  Daily Inspiration for the Three Weeks is highly recommended for all synagogue 
and high school libraries. It is written in a style that can be easily understood by scholar and layman alike. The 
essays are thought provoking, inspirational, and action oriented.

 Ilka Gordon, Librarian, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, Cleveland, OH

Bush, Andrew. Jewish Studies: A Theoretical Introduction. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press 
(Key Words in Jewish Studies), 2011. 150 p. $39.95 (9780813549545).

This book, the first of a series, examines the academic study of Jews and Judaism. It considers the origins of 
the field of Jewish studies, Jewish historiography, key concepts, and major personalities. It is a thorough, modern 
introduction, covering the Wissenschaft beginnings of the field, twentieth century approaches to the Ashkenazi/
Sephardic divide, Jewish studies after Auschwitz, and Jewish studies in the context of post-modern viewpoints 
on historical and cultural study such as feminism, queer studies, the role of language, and colonialism. The 
author attempts to describe the current state of Jewish studies in three sections: Terms of Debate, State of the 
Question, and In a New Key, which is a compendium of key quotes from people the author considers to be critical 
figures in the field of Jewish studies. The book is overtly academic, and is best suited for graduate students, 
lecturers in Jewish studies, and theoreticians. It includes bibliographical references and an index. Recommended 
for academic collections.

Beth Dwoskin, Catalog Librarian, Proquest; Chair, Library Committee, Beth Israel Congregation, Ann Arbor, MI

Cohen, Erik. The Jews of France Today: Identity and Values. Leiden:  Brill, 2011. 238 pp. $135. 
(9789004207530).

Cohen has “endeavored to draw a picture of the ‘Jewish fact’ in France at the turn of the millennia, based 
on empirical studies analyzed within the historical, political, philosophical, and cultural context.” The main 
part of the book presents the results and analysis of a national survey of the Jews of France conducted in 2002 
and several follow-up studies. The size of the Jewish population in France is stable, around 500,000 individuals. 
Cohen reviews various aspects of the Jewish identity in France and the forms of solidarity French Jews 
have built; their social issues and their political and social values. He establishes a typology of French Jews 
(“Individualists,” “Universalists,” “Revivalists,” and “Traditionalists”). A section of the book is dedicated to 
presenting an overview of some of the pivotal philosophical writings about being a Jew in France since the end 
of World War II, from Sartre to Trigano, through Memmi, Levinas, Marienstras, and Finkelkraut among others. 
Cohen combines his analysis of the statistical evidences with his anthropological observations. The book would 
have benefited from a closer examination by a good copy editor as several typographical errors could have been 
easily eliminated   

A valuable addition to recent studies of French Jewry; is recommended to all College and University collections.
Roger S. Kohn, Independent scholar, Silver Spring, MD
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Cohen, Linda. 1,000 Mitzvahs. Berkeley, CA: Seal Press, 2011. 216 pp. $16. (9781580053655) Reviewed from an 
uncorrected advance proof. 

When Linda Cohen’s beloved father died in 2007, she already planned to honor him. But those ideas spread 
into a life-consuming project. This book is both her life story and an exploration of the many ways to give. 
Cohen’s introduction tells, in simple terms, what a mitzvah is, and describes her journey from a few good deeds 
to a project of a thousand mitzvot. The fifteen chapters that follow examine areas of life that she has become 
involved in, and ways these activities include mitzvah work. They include volunteering, donations of time and 
money, treatment of animals, respect for the environment, and treatment of other people.  Each chapter opens 
with an anecdote about herself, followed by stories about several of her mitzvot. Many of them are ordinary, a 
few are touching; all are worthwhile. Much of what she says is common sense, but it adds up to a life filled with 
kavanah (intent). The book concludes with a short bibliography, followed by an extensive list of organizations 
around the country, grouped by topic.

In some ways this small book reminds me of The Year Mom Got Religion in its earnest sense of involvement 
and the discovery of Jewish values. It is much like many books on community involvement that can be found on 
bookstore shelves, but with a refreshing Jewish heart.

While 1,000 Mitzvahs has many virtues, it is not a must-buy for synagogue libraries. One important drawback 
is the lack of editing. The galleys I read contain numerous errors, both small and large. 

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Cohen, Mordechai Z. Opening the Gates of Interpretation: Maimonides’ Biblical Hermeneutics in light of his 
Geonic-Andalusian Heritage and Muslim Milieu.  Leiden: Brill, 2011. 566 pp.  $243. (97890040189324).

In contrast to other notable medieval rabbinic scholars, Maimonides never wrote a verse by verse commentary 
on the Bible. For this reason he is generally thought not to have developed the systematic approach to biblical 
interpretation exemplified by such exegetes as Abraham ibn Ezra, Nahmanides and Rashi.

In this impressively detailed, analytical study of Maimonidean hermeneutics (almost a decade in the making) 
Mordechai Cohen initially sets out to resolve an apparent paradox. In his Guide of the Perplexed Maimonides seems 
to have devalued Scriptures’ literal sense (in Arabic “zähir”)  while at the same time emphasizing in his Book of 
Commandments the talmudic rule “that a biblical verse does not leave the realm of its peshat.” Cohen utilizes both a 
philological analysis of the exegetical terminology used by Maimonides and an examination of the cultural influences 
that would have informed his interpretation. Most importantly, Cohen highlights the distinction between the 
Arabic zähir (apparent, obvious) and the Hebrew term peshat. He emphasizes that different models of peshat were 
developed and that these models were culturally dependent. Thus Maimonides “developed a unique definition of 
peshat that reflects his immersion in Talmud, his Arabic learning and his Geonic-Andalusian heritage”

With its indexes, appendices and bibliography, Cohen’s work makes an important contribution to Jewish 
intellectual history and to biblical scholarship. It will appeal to the specialist and is an essential text for an 
academic Judaica collection.

Randall C. Belinfante, Librarian/Archivist, American Sephardi Federation, New York

Cowen, Shimon. Politics and Universal Ethics. Ballan, Australia: Connor Court Publishing, 2011. 120 pp. 
$22.95 (9781921421815).

This publication claims to create a path that would reunite “universal ethics” with political common sense. 
It is the brain child of an Australian rabbi who dedicates his scholarly and rabbinic efforts to the advancement 
of Noahide Law.

After a laborious attack on contemporary Civil Rights legislation in Australia, he proceeds to denigrate 
secularism, especially where it interfaces with Women’s Rights, LGBT Rights, and any other progressive and 
liberal issue that ignores fundamentalist teachings of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The goal of this publication 
according to the author is to create a shared global political culture based on the Laws of Noah.

This book should be filed next to Tony Alamo’s Christian Ministry tracts, for libraries that collect such 
literature; or completely ignored.

Dr. Yaffa Weisman, Director, The Frances-Henry Library, Hebrew Union College-JIR, Los Angeles
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Dorot, Ruth. The Art of Time, The Art of Place, Isaac Bashevis Singer and Marc Chagall – A Dialogue. Translated 
from the Hebrew by Micaela Ziv; edited by Nili Laufert. Brighton, Portland, Toronto: Sussex Academic Press, 
2011. 120 pp. $59.95 (9781845194093.)

A comparative study of the work of Isaac Bashevis Singer and Marc Chagall, the book is based on the author’s 
doctoral dissertation of 2004. It includes nineteen full color plates, in addition to many smaller black and white 
illustrations. The physical appearance of the book is striking, slightly oversize, with eye-catching photographic 
cover illustrations; high quality heavy white paper; clear, large type and wide margins. The author considers 
Singer’s fiction and Chagall’s creations as “poems in prose and painting.” She analyzes and compares individual 
works of Chagall and Singer, pointing out similarities and differences. Each of the five thematic chapters includes 
extensive footnotes. In addition there is a useful bibliography of works by and about Singer and Chagall. The 
author is currently Lecturer in art history at Bar-Ilan University and Ariel University Center in Israel. The book 
is a fascinating study of the interrelationships and connections between the life and work of these two important 
Jewish creative artists. Scholarly, rather than popular, in tone, it is a valuable addition to Judaica collections in 
academic and research libraries, as well as synagogue libraries.

Susan Freiband, Retired Library Educator, Arlington, VA    

Drew, Diana with Robert Grayson. Jewish Threads: a Hands-on Guide to Stitching Spiritual Intention into 
Jewish Fabric Crafts. Woodstock, VT : Jewish Lights Publishing, 2011. 269 pp.   $19.99 (9781580234429). Also 
available as an ebook.

In this collection, Drew highlights Jewish-themed craft projects for the home and synagogue. They are 
inspired by the holidays and life cycle events and include a wide variety of techniques including sewing, 
quilting, needlepoint, felting, knitting, and many others. Each chapter covers one project and starts with a short 
biography of the artist and what inspires him or her as an artist. Any imagery or symbolism in the piece is 
explained. There are step-by-step instructions to create the project. A section of plates in the center of the book 
shows the projects in full color.

There are additional instructions in the back on the basics of embroidery, quilting, and needlepoint. While 
some of the projects may be difficult for crafting novices, there is something for every level of experience. The 
book would have been strengthened by labeling the projects with a degree of difficulty, expanding the directions 
in the back, and adding more illustrations on the step-by-step instructions. Even for those who don’t want to 
actually make the crafts, reading about the artists and their inspirations is enjoyable. Recommended.

Sheryl Stahl, Frances-Henry Library, HUC-JIR, Los Angeles

Eisen, Robert. The Peace and Violence of Judaism: From the Bible to Modern Zionism. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2011. 265 pp. $29.95 (9780199751471).

Religion, in the West, most prominently conjures up the notion of a peaceful existence --- Jews are supposed to 
be a weak and pacific folk. As Eisen, Professor of Religion and Judaic Studies at George Washington University, 
points out, a careful reading of the Hebrew Bible is replete with references to violence and, indeed, imploring 
it, especially against non-Jews. Emphasis is on the ambiguity in Jewish ethics as it relates to peace and violence. 
Why is there ambiguity and how it is possible that there is no simple response? The author provides a broader 
perspective, beginning with an exploration of the numerous references to violence found in the Bible, those 
that developed during the period of Rabbinic Judaism which had a strong ethical component calling for peace, 
followed by the medieval period emphasizing philosophy and kabbalah. The text then moves on to the modern 
period and the popularization of Zionism and a radical element within the movement that emerged in the 1970s 
and afterwards, calling for citizen-violence against Palestinians. This book can be an eye opener for many in the 
Jewish community and, therefore, a welcomed addition to a synagogue collection.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Felder, Leonard. Here I Am: Using Jewish Spiritual Wisdom to Become More Present, Centered, and Available 
for Life. Boston: Trumpeter, 2011. 179 p. $15.95. (9781590308448). Also available as an ebook.

Dr. Felder is a licensed psychologist in West Los Angeles. In his latest endeavor, he describes “eight easy-to-
understand and extremely effective stress-reducing and mind-focusing methods that can dramatically improve 
how you deal with the pressures and challenges of your busy life.” He starts with the re-centering technique of 
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“Hineni (Here I Am),” a phrase used by many biblical personalities that has been effectively applied in stressful 
situations to bring calm and focus. The first lines of the opening prayer of P’sukei D’zimrah (part of the morning 
service), “Blessed is the One Who spoke and the world came into being,” are used to remind the brain to think 
of what’s right with the world. A method he calls tzimtzum (contraction or constriction), pulling back so that one 
can then expand, seems the most dubious, suggesting meaningful conversations with anyone with whom there 
are control issues (a little hard with three-year-olds or rigid employees). While not exactly psychobabble, much 
of the advice is presented in idealistic terms: “I need your input. Please teach me what I can do to make room for 
your ideas.” For those who say the phrase and mean it, “Gam ze l’tovah” translates to “Also this is for the good,” 
very different from “even this could become for the good.”  The suggestions are helpful in themselves and can 
spur a further search for Jewish wisdom, making it a solid choice for libraries whose patrons enjoy learning 
about Jewish spirituality and self-improvement.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; 
Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, AJL

Friedman, Richard Elliott and Shawna Dolansky. The Bible Now. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011. 
220 pp. $27.95 (9780195311631).

In todays’ culture wars the Bible is a weapon used to support various positions. The authors, noted biblical 
scholars, offer a close reading of the relevant passages on four hot topics of today: homosexuality, abortion, 
women’s status, capital punishment and ecology. Professor Elliott’s writing style, as in his other books, is felicitous, 
clear and easy to follow, but also thoroughly scholarly, with extensive footnotes to support interpretations that 
are sometimes the opposite of the familiar rhetoric. 

Like Professor Elliot’s popular book Who Wrote the Bible, this is a book written for people of all varieties 
of faith (or unbelief), students or educated laypersons who wish to have a clearer understanding and better 
grounding on the message of the Bible’s prose, poetry and laws on these topics.

Recommended for synagogue and public library collections and especially useful for study groups.
Merrily Hart, Ann Arbor MI; Librarian, Siegal College, Cleveland, OH (retired)

Gelber, Yoav. Nation and History: Israeli Historiography Between Zionism and Post-Zionism. Portland, OR: 
Vallentine Mitchell, 2011. 335 pp. $32.95 (9780853039334).

Although formally a focused study on how historians have approached the development of modern Israel 
and Zionism, this book is a gold mine of intellectual discussion on exactly what is history and the relationship 
of the writing of history and other contributing factors. The difference between chronicling and critical historical 
analysis, the relationship of post-modernity and history are each covered in an exacting discussion. The reader is 
then treated to a full examination of Jewish and Zionist historical explanations for the emergence of modern Israel; 
supplemented by the inclusion of the role of historiography. How does Jewish nationalism interact with the impact 
of the post-Zionist phenomenon, so popular among the Israeli Left is a question attacked with skill and objectivity. 
No discussion here can avoid the inclusion of the role of the Shoah and its connection to memory and Israeli 
national self-identification. The discipline of history, it is pointed out, has evolved methodologically, and with 
time, motives aside, the understanding of the objectives of Zionism are altered. Much of the story of early Israel 
is bound by myth and selective memory that helped in galvanizing the development of a popular and political 
culture. Once the state was firmly operating, a new awareness and a new set of interpretations emerged. The post-
Zionist historians are taken to task by Gelber making this book much more suitable for an academic audience.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Geller, Jay. The Other Jewish Question: Identifying the Jew and Making Sense of Modernity. New York: 
Fordham University Press, 2011. 510 pp. $35. (9780823233625).

In this long and scholarly tome, Dr. Geller makes use of his encyclopedic knowledge of psychology, history 
and culture and in particular the questions and issues of Jewish identity and assimilation and their relation to 
questions of modernity. His book presumes a thorough background in modern European history, culture and 
philosophy. To fully appreciate this book, the reader should be fluent in German. His study of the origins of the 
phenomenon of Judentums and the origins of anti-Semitism are central to this work. He discusses at length the 
fetishized Jew. Here is a brief quote given as a sample of the writing: “Yet like all fetishes, the inscribed (read 
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circumcised) Jewish body that is the iconic construct, uncannily preserved what it would disavow: the continued 
existence of a people whose world and salvation-historical time had purportedly come and gone.”

The book includes a lengthy introduction that serves as an outline for the book as a whole and offers some 
important introductory explanations of theses that he will develop in the text. The book has extensive notes, 
bibliographic references and an index. The intended audience for this book is clearly the graduate or post-
graduate student of Western European Jewish history, especially the individual with a special interest in this 
unique perspective on a difficult and controversial subject. 

Marion Stein, retired librarian, New York

Ginsberg, Stanley and Norman Berg. Inside the Jewish Bakery: Recipes and Memories from the Golden Age of 
Jewish Baking. Philadelphia: Camino Books, 2011. 336 pp. $24.95 (9781933822235).  Also available as an ebook. 
Reviewed from an uncorrected advance proof. 

Ginsberg and Berg take the reader on a tour of the thousand year history of the Jews in Eastern Europe 
through their baked goods. While the majority of the book is taken up with recipes and instructions, plenty of 
space is allotted to the communities from which the recipes grew.

They devote a chapter to describing the different grades and types of flour (wheat, rye, corn, etc.) and yeast. 
In an effort to make the recipes useful for both home and professional bakers, each recipe is written in 4 ways: by 
volume (cups, etc.), weight (both ounces and grams), and by baker’s percentage. There are anecdotes, variations 
and hints sprinkled throughout the book. 

The first section of recipes is for loaf breads. Their challah recipes include instructions for making 2,3,4,5 
and 6 strand braids. They’ve included a recipe for a sour dough starter to be used in many of the bread recipes. 
Along with a variety of ryes, black, and pumpernickel breads the authors include Polish potato bread, Barley 
bread, and Vienna bread.

After the loaves, the authors continue with a long discussion about the history and preparation of bagels. 
Rolls and bialys follow. The cookbook ends with a long section on pastries and cake.

This pre-publication volume did not have all the color pictures slated for the published version, but the 
sample they did include had this reviewer salivating.

Highly recommended for both cooking and Jewish culture collections.
Sheryl Stahl, Senior Associate Librarian, Frances-Henry Library, HUC-JIR

Goldberg, Edward. Jews and Magic in Medici Florence: The Secret World of Benedetto Blanis. Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press (Toronto Italian Studies), 2011. 331 pp., $70. (9781442642256).

This biography is a wry account of a colorful figure: Benedetto Blanis, businessman and denizen of the 
squalid Florence ghetto of the early 17th century, who managed to ingratiate himself into the local ruling court, 
presided over by Don Giovanni dei Medici. With the use of extensive archives--police files, judicial records, 
legal contracts, and “literally millions of letters”--art historian Edward Goldberg describes the rise and fall of 
Blanis who, originally hired as private librarian, exploited his purported knowledge of astrology, alchemy, and 
kabbalah to incur favor with his patron. He was eventually brought down and sent to prison, thanks to enemies, 
both Jewish and Gentile. 

The writing is both factual in its depiction of contemporary Italian Jewish communities—a mixture of longtime 
dwellers and Ashkenazi and Sephardic refugees—and Jewish life, and lively in its portrait of Blanis amid a rogues’ 
gallery of feuding families, corrupt officials, loose women, converted Jews, Grand Inquisitors, and other anti-
Semites. Clearly Blanis was a man forced to live by his wits within a treacherous world. In tracing the history of 
the Medici family, the author shows the relations between Jew and Gentile, both intellectually and economically, 
as Don Giovanni, like many spiritual seekers of his time, knew some Hebrew and dabbled in the occult. 

Never a dull read, this book provides fine background to the Jews of that region. There are ample footnotes, as well 
as paintings and photographs. Recommended for college libraries with Jewish or European history collections.

Hallie Cantor, Acquisitions, Hedi Steinberg Library, Stern College for Women, Yeshiva University, New York
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Goldman, Caren. Restoring Life’s Missing Pieces: The Spiritual Power of Remembering and Reuniting with 
People, Places, Things and Self.  Woodstock, VT: Skylight Paths, 2011. 186 pp.  $16.99  (9781594732959).

How many of us wish we could re-connect with friends from our childhood, or wonder what the places we 
once lived look like today? Caren Goldman’s book shows that these things are possible, and gives some tools to 
take on our journey.

Goldman uses her own life, and experiences as a therapist and retreat leader, to demonstrate the need to 
complete our personal puzzles, and to give us ways to do so. She begins with general questions about why we 
should try to make these connections. The rest of the book examines specific topics. She includes memory work 
to recall painful events and the difficult issues surrounding reconciliation within families. She also provides 
advice on how to think about what is important (the “stuff” in our lives); what we should keep and what can 
be “let go;” and the difficult questions about departure and return. Most of the chapters have exercises and 
recommendations on how readers can accomplish their goals. This is the kind of self-help volume that can stand 
on its own. It should certainly find readers who can benefit from the author’s recommendations.  But while it 
has intrinsic value, it has no specifically Jewish focus. While Goldman’s frame of reference is Jewish, the text’s 
references are drawn from a wealth of traditions. Therefore, while readers may find it valuable, its specifically 
Jewish relevance is uncertain. This should be an optional purchase for most Judaica libraries.

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Greene, Daniel. The Jewish Origins of Cultural Pluralism: The Menorah Association and American Diversity. 
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2011.  261 pp. $ 24.95. (9780253223340).

Very rarely in my experience as a reviewer, do I get the urge to stop taking notes while reading, and proclaim 
the absolute need for your library to own a book! Private or public, school, synagogue or academic collections – 
if you are interested in the history and the formation of Jewish culture in America, the ongoing debate between 
the need for pluralism and the fear of assimilation, the differing ideologies and literatures of identity formation 
– you must have (and read!) this book. 

Greene writes the history of the Harvard Menorah Society, established in 1906 by Jewish students seeking 
integration into the academy and the intellectual world of American letters like an adventure story, complete with 
heroes, villains and a breathtaking plot. By 1910 the Menorah Society was established in eighty US campuses, 
and by 1915 it began publishing the Menorah Journal that reflected the idea of a cultural renaissance “affirming 
Jewish particularity through cultural production and intellectual inquiry.”

In addition to detailed and illuminating notes, an extensive bibliography and a thorough index, the book 
features a chapter on Pluralism in Fiction that is one of the best available historical introductions to Jewish-
American writers and literature of 1910-1930.

Dr. Yaffa Weisman, Director, The Frances-Henry Library, Hebrew Union College-JIR, Los Angeles

Hartman, Geoffrey. Third Pillar: Essays in Judaic Studies. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
2011. 236 pp. $39.95 (9780812243161).

Geoffrey Hartman, a prominent member of the Deconstructionist school of literary critics centered at Yale, 
was born in Germany and escaped as a Kindertransport child. In this book, he joins his literary scholarship to 
his Jewish roots by collecting thirteen essays, originally published between 1986 and 2002, related (sometimes 
tangentially) to Judaica.  

In Part 1 of The Third Pillar, Hartman discusses five Biblical topics. He begins with a close analysis of Jacob’s 
wrestling with the angel, continues with a discussion of the Akeda, and concludes the section with “The Poetics 
of Prophecy.” Part 2 contains four chapters on Midrash, which he extends from its particular Jewish sense into 
other literary categories. The essays frequently refer to American and British poets, and the inquiry occasionally 
resembles a seminar. Part 3 deals with education; here the author asks “What is an Educated Jew?” describes 
his ideas on “Religious Literacy,” and investigates the “Jewish Imagination” as it has differed from the Greek, 
Christian and literary notions of creativity. The volume concludes with thoughts on “The Artist between Sacred 
and Profane,” in which he examines several visual artists and their work on biblical texts. 

Hartman’s analysis expands the reader’s appreciation for the relationship between Jewish texts and literary 
history and the book serves as a doorway between the religious and the secular worlds. At the same time, his 
references are frequently embedded in his own philosophical premises, and may not be apparent to many lay 

Reviews of Nonfiction Titles for Adults



AJL Reviews February/March 201225

readers. This book is therefore recommended for University collections, and those libraries whose readers have 
a taste for hard-core literary criticism. It is an optional purchase for synagogues, however. 

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Hiebert, Robert J.V., editor. “Translation is Required”: The Septuagint in Retrospect and Prospect. Leiden:. 
Brill (Septuagint and Cognate Studies, no. 56); Society of Biblical Literature, 2011. 248 pp. $146; cloth $31.95 
pbk. (9789004187085; 9781589835238). Also available as an ebook from Ebrary.

The Septuagint (LXX) is the translation of the Hebrew Bible into Greek by Jewish scholars in the 3rd and 
2nd centuries BCE. Three new translations of the LXX into French, German and English have recently been 
published – La Bible Alexandrie, Septuaginta Deutsch, and A New English Translation of the Septuagint (NETS). 
This book is a collection of papers delivered in September 2008 at the Septuagint Institute at Trinity Western 
University (British Columbia) and edited by Hiebert who is Professor of Old Testament there. These papers are 
written by top Septuagint scholars including those who have worked on the previously mentioned translations 
and will appeal to those who are already familiar with LXX studies and the issues of “translating a translation.” 
Essays include discussion of translation theory and method (especially of NETS) and the translation history and 
influence of the LXX. Thirteen papers and an appendix with panelists’ introductory remarks are included. Some 
readers may want to wait for the forthcoming LXX commentary series from the Society of Biblical Literature 
(SBL Commentary on the Septuagint (SBLCS)) for more specific and detailed commentary on specific books.

Recommended for all academic libraries, especially those that support translation studies or Septuagint studies.
Suzanne Smailes, Head of Technical Services, Wittenberg University Library, Springfield, OH

Hocherman, Geila and Arthur Boehm. Kosher Revolution: New Techniques and Great Recipes for Unlimited 
Kosher Cooking. Photographs by Antonis Achilleous. Lanham, MD: Kyle Books, 2011. 208 pp. $29.95 
(9781907868277).

The author, who attended La Verenne and has certificates from Cordon Bleu (Paris) and the Institute of 
Culinary Education, wants to show you how to make “modern blow-them-out-of-the-water kosher dishes.” 
Brisket, challah, chicken soup and hamentashen are the only “typically Jewish” recipes. Zucchini blossoms with 
two fillings and four-mushroom onion soup with truffle oil-thyme croutes are examples of the creative fare. 
There are clear color photographs for almost all of the recipes.

The books starts with a foreword by Arthur Schwartz, self-proclaimed “food maven.” There are tips for 
enhancing texture, and descriptions of items to have on hand. The recipes are clearly marked whether they are 
meat, dairy, pareve or for Passover. Instructions are included to convert a dairy or meat recipe into a pareve one 
by using substitutions. The back matter includes charts for ingredient exchange, websites for obtaining specific 
kosher ingredients like rendered duck fat or white truffle oil, and an alphabetical index.

Hocherman’s revolution is taking recipes with non-kosher ingredients and/or a mix or meat and dairy, and 
making them kosher. The question is whether those who keep kosher will want and/or appreciate dishes that 
taste like ham or shrimp. Most recipes require expensive, somewhat hard-to-find ingredients; more advanced 
cooking skills, and a mature palette. While a nice gift book for kosher connoisseurs, it will be an optional purchase 
for most Jewish libraries.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL;
Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, AJL

Hoffman, Lawrence A. One Hundred Great Jewish Books: Three Millennia of Jewish Conversation. NY: 
Bluebridge, 2011. 368 pp. $16.95 (9781933346311) Reviewed from an uncorrected advance proof. 

Rabbi Hoffman has written “...an altogether new kind of introduction to Judaism, intended to enrich the 
explanation of Jewish history, thought, and practice.” His selection of 100 books, each discussed in a brief three-
page essay provides “... a unique synopsis of the things Jews talk about -- and the sources Jews cite when they 
do the talking.” In selecting his 100 books, Rabbi Hoffman considered the influence, enjoyment of reading, 
availability, comprehensiveness and appeal of the book. Moving through the ages, he starts with the obvious; 
however, he doesn’t cite the entire Hebrew Bible but discusses specific books: Genesis, Isaiah, Psalms, Job and 
Ecclesiastes. Still, he covers the entire biblical text by reviewing Berlin and Brettler’s The Jewish Study Bible (2004). 
The next section considers the works produced by the Rabbis, followed by a section on the important works 
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produced in the Middle Ages. He stretches his 100 
books by recommending the entire 10-volume set of 
My People’s Prayer Book (1997-2007), which he edited, 
in his essay on the Siddur. 

Choices of titles are always subjective, but some 
selections in the modern periods, which may have 
had great impact at the time, seem unimportant and 
ephemeral, such as Clifford Odets’ Awake and Sing!, 
Laura Hobson’s Gentleman’s Agreement or Paddy 
Chayefsky’s The Tenth Man.  Each of the nine sections 
commences with a thorough introduction that provides 
historical background and continuity. Although the 
brevity of the essays keep the level of learning fairly 
superficial, Rabbi Hoffman has  created a wonderfully 
readable and enjoyable book, a different way to study 
the history of the Jewish people, useful for those who 
know a lot and those who know a little.  If you actually 
studied the 100 books you would know all there is to 
know. An index is included.

Highly recommended for synagogue, center and 
public libraries.

Merrily Hart, Ann Arbor MI; Librarian, Siegal College, 
Cleveland, OH (retired)

Horowitz, Adam, Lizzy Rainer, and Philip Weiss, eds. 
The Goldstone Report: The Legacy of the Landmark 
Investigation of the Gaza Conflict. New York: Nation 
Books, 2011. 449 pp. $18.95 (9781568586410).

On December 27, 2008, the Israeli Air Force 
conducted a military raid, known as Operation 
Cast Lead, against Palestinian militants (Hamas), 
operating from the Gaza Strip. Hamas had been 
responsible for months of rocket attacks on southern 
Israeli settlements. The air force’s action was followed 
by ground operations on January 3, 2009, completing 
its mission by the 15th of the month.  As a result of 
the Israeli measure, more than 1,000 Palestinians were 
killed, a substantial number of them, civilians. The 
overall effect was international condemnation and a 
demand for the UN’s Human Rights Council to create 
a fact-finding commission to investigate the allegations 
of human rights violations and war crimes by both 
Israel and Hamas. A prominent South African Jewish 
jurist, Richard Goldstone, was appointed to head 
the mission.  His report, “The Report of the United 
Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict,” 
was released in April 2009 and created a fire storm 
of condemnation and finger-pointing. The report’s 
finding was highlighted by one of its major conclusions 
that the Israeli action was clearly disproportionate to 
the recognized aggression perpetrated by Hamas. 
Israel and its supporters, worldwide, were quick to 
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find fault with the report, its conclusions, and its principal author.  In addition to a reproduction of the report, 
there are 11 essays, largely supportive of the report’s conclusions, or at least derisive of the Israeli reaction. This 
is clearly well suited for an academic library and for synagogue collections only after careful consideration.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC 

Horowitz, Rosemary, editor. Memorial Books of Eastern European Jewry: Essays on the Meanings of Yizker 
Volumes. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co. www.mcfarlandpub.com, 2011. 296 pp. $55. (9780786441990).

A compilation of 15 essays on different aspects of yizkor (memorial) books, this book is divided into sections 
on the history of yizkor books, landmark early essays, studies of the books, and studies of other subjects using 
yizkor books. All the authors use established sources and have written about yizkor books elsewhere, but this 
book brings their work together in a new and useful way. Together, the essays delineate the history of the books 
themselves, from pre-Holocaust memorbuchs and pinkesim to volumes dating well past the war and published in 
multiple languages in Israel, North America, and Argentina. The editor discusses different definitions of yizkor 
books and explores the uses the books have beyond commemoration, from genealogy to religious history to 
tracing partisan activity. Various essays describe the uses yizkor books have in researching Jewish music, art 
and social history, and their potential as teaching tools. Each essay includes a list of footnotes, and the book 
contains a survey of reference books, a survey of yizkor book collections by geographical location, and an index. 
Recommended for academic libraries and for collections concentrating on Eastern European Jewry.

Beth Dwoskin, Catalog Librarian, Proquest; Chair, Library Committee, Beth Israel Congregation, Ann Arbor, MI

The JPS Bible Commentary - Ruth: The traditional Hebrew Text with the New JPS Translation. Commentary 
by Tamara Cohn Eskenazi and Tikva Frymer-Kensky.  Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 2011. 
103 pp. $40.(08276077446).

This slim volume of the JPS set is very rich and thought-provoking. It gives the reader the resources for an 
entire course in the history of the biblical period of the Judges with connections to the period of the kings. The 
lengthy introduction is divided into clearly-marked sections so that the reader might choose to select sections 
that are of particular interest. There is a separate set of notes to the introduction making it very easy to find the 
correct references without any confusion.

Drs. Cohn and Frymer-Kensky have also given this volume a distinctly female perspective that greatly 
enriches the text. Here is a quote from the introduction that gives us a flavor of these commentators’ approach: 
“Megillat Ruth…is a book about kindness and audacity - about kindness that propels people to act audaciously 
for the sake of others. It is a book filled with hesed and hutzpah. Such actions bring about redemption, a notion 
that in the Book of Ruth expands from the personal fortunes of specific individuals to the larger  thematic arc 
of biblical narrative, in which reconciliation reverses legacies of conflict and alienation (as between Israel and 
Moab).” 

This richly resourced volume is clearly and engagingly written and highly recommended for all Judaica 
collections including the home library. It would make a fine text for an adult learning setting in which it could 
serve as the basis for a course in biblical history. Winner of a 2011 Jewish Book Award.

Marion M. Stein, retired librarian
                                            

The Koren Rosh Hashana Mahzor. Translation and commentary by Jonathan Sacks. Jerusalem: Koren 
Publishers, 2011. 1085 pp. $34.95 (9789653013421).

The Orthodox Jew is fortunate in that he or she has a choice of a variety of daily and festival prayer books. 
Apart from the standard editions which are reprinted, there are editions which emphasize the different aspects 
of a prayer book, such as the aesthetic side, the accuracy of the text (even reviving readings from manuscripts) 
together with a variety of different commentaries intended for different audiences.

Koren is my choice for daily use. In the last few years, the prayer books have been revised and a series of 
prayer books with an English translation and commentary have appeared. This year the first Mahzor appeared, 
intended for Rosh Hashana with introduction, translation and commentary by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. The Koren 
philosophy is very simple. Just as we prefer to work with quality tools, so they offer us a quality tool for our 
prayers. The Hebrew fonts are superb. The line and page layout is dictated by the meaning of the text, rather 
than an attempt to get the maximum on the page. The paper and binding are of high quality. Rabbi Sacks’ 
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commentary to the Mahzor includes historical background, with philosophical and halakhic explanations.
This Mahzor has one disadvantage, its length. The attempt to provide a good translation and a serious 

commentary means that the result may be a little unwieldy. The paper used is as thin as possible, but the 
publisher feels the need to explain that the Mahzor is less than 1.5 inches wide.

Chaim Seymour, Director, Cataloging and Classification Department, Wurzweiler Library, Bar-Ilan University, Israel

Lamet, Eric. A Child al Confino: The True Story of a Jewish Boy and His Mother in Mussolini’s Italy. Avon, 
MA: Adams Media, 2011. 379 pp. $8.95 (9781440509931). Also available as an ebook.

Eric Lamet presents the reader with a Holocaust account which focuses on the Jewish experience in Italy. 
Though not subjected to the level of persecution suffered by Jews in Eastern Europe and the Balkans, the anti-
Semitism in Mussolini’s Italy was quite pervasive, resulting in internments, the destruction of families and 
forced hiding. Fleeing Vienna after the anchluss, Lamet’s family made their way to Milan, where after a period 
of relative calm, they were forced to split up. Lamet’s father returned to Poland and the young boy and his 
mother traveled to France. Lamet recounts how his mother, a cultivated woman accustomed to the patrician life 
of Vienna, guided her son from city to city, hiding their Jewish identity, but always insuring that her son had 
enough to eat and continued with his studies. While his mother struggled to keep them alive, Lamet engaged in 
antics in and out of school. Finally, as “foreign Jews,” he and his mother were swept up into Mussolini’s system 
of  il confino (internal exile). They were forced into internment in a remote mountain village in Southern Italy. 
Interestingly, although Lamet makes occasional references to “friends” and a childhood crush, he rarely speaks 
much about others his own age. Most of his attention is focused on the adults in his life. Lamet presents us with 
a poignant but readable work describing his experiences as one of the confinati in Mussolini’s Italy. 

Randall C. Belinfante, Librarian/Archivist, American Sephardi Federation, New York

Landy, David. Jewish Identity & Palestinian Rights: Diaspora Jewish Opposition to Israel. New York and 
London: Zed Books, 2011. 250 pp. $125.95 cloth; $34.95 pbk. (9781848139275; 9781848139268).

The author, an Irish-Jewish political activist in the Palestine Solidarity Movement, begins with a description 
of a movement made up of Israeli Jews who are politically critical of Israel’s public policy toward Palestinians. 
Landy, who is heavily involved in teaching social cultural theory at the University of Lancaster, presents a rather 
polemical treatment of Jewish identity. His approach is peppered with sociological jargon within an ideological 
context and focusing primarily on British Jewry. He discusses the nature of Jewishness in the galut (diaspora) and 
living in Israel as separate perspectives under a common label. Landy attempts to create a Jewish identity that 
distances itself from interests aligned with Israeli national security. He is critical of the notion that there is a single 
Jewish community, thereby magnifying the position of Jewish dissidents in an apparent attempt to reduce their 
marginalization. Political activism as a recognized community effort is first described, then it is placed alongside 
what is referred to as the move toward Palestinian liberation, linking the Israeli Left to Palestinian dissidents.  
The appeal here is clearly to a narrow element with the American Jewish community. This book is clearly a better 
choice for an academic library than a synagogue library, unless there is a need for this perspective.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Lieberson, Shmuel. Raisins and Almonds: Illustrations to Shalom Aleichem Stories and Yiddish Folk Songs. 
Tel-Aviv, Israel: Ktav Web Publishing Ltd., 2011. 111 pp. Israeli Shekel 98 (9789657506028).  

Dr. Shmuel Lieberson, a retired orthopedic surgeon living in Israel, is originally from Kishinev, Bessarabia 
- the visual and audio inspiration source for this very delightful book. Lieberson’s illustrations are in black 
and white, and the text is in Hebrew with a Yiddish transliteration, and an English translation. Whenever 
possible, Lieberson also presents the musical scores of the songs with the original Yiddish text or with Yiddish 
transliteration.

Besides Shalom Aleichem the collection includes anonymous works, and those by Mordechay Gebirtig, Itzik 
Manger, A. Goldfaden, M. Varshavski, and Meir Noy. 

In this gift album, Shmuel Lieberson successfully transmits his memories and love of the unique shtetl experience 
to the contemporary young Jewish generation in Israel or the diaspora. Public and synagogue libraries, as well as 
Jewish day schools, and private homes will enjoy looking at the pictures, reading the texts, and humming the tunes. 
Nira G. Wolfe, Independent researcher, Highland Park, IL; Head Librarian Hebrew Theological College (retired), Skokie, IL
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Martin, Gary D. Multiple Originals: New Approaches to Hebrew Bible Textual Criticism. Leiden:  Brill (Text-
Critical Studies, vol. 7), 2011. 341 pp. $179. (9789004187047).

Martin is Lecturer of Hebrew Bible and Ancient Near Eastern Studies at University of Washington, Seattle. In 
this book he argues for a textual criticism approach that does not try to reduce variant texts of the Hebrew Bible 
to a single original/parent text, but to examine the how and why the texts may be variants – both in written text 
or in meaning. He gives a brief overview of traditional theories and methods of textual criticism and of orality 
(and interestingly uses OCLC bibliography records to demonstrate the growth of oral literature studies). He uses 
three main examples to demonstrate his points in detail: Songs 1:2, the Decalogue and the Prophets, comparing 
textual and translation histories (both Jewish and Christian). Charts, tables and graphs aid in the understanding 
of his discussion. Variation in text and meaning could be a result of scribal error, double-entendre, attempt to 
communicate a common understanding of the meaning of a word or phrase, created in response to a theological 
dispute, etc. Dr. Martin concludes his book with a chapter on options of presenting textual data (critical editions, 
parallel texts, audio recording of texts and digital formats). Includes a bibliography and index.

Recommended for academic libraries supporting textual criticism or Biblical studies.
Suzanne Smailes, Head of Technical Services, Wittenberg University Library, Springfield, OH

Merlin, Samuel. Millions of Jews to Rescue: A Bergson Group Leader’s Account of the Campaign to Save 
Jews from the Holocaust. Washington, DC: David Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies, 2011. 237 pp. $15. 
(9780615439105).

While there have been many books describing the roadblocks to saving the Jews during the Nazi reign of terror, 
few are as focused as this description of the work of the New York based Bergson Group. Initially the group was 
organized to support the establishment of a Jewish militia in Palestine in order to save the Jews of Europe as well as 
to help form the state of Israel. Without much diplomatic support, they switched their activities, by 1942, towards 
political pressure to assist Jews to flee Nazi occupied territories. They ran very effective newspaper ads and widely 
attended rallies and marches, while reaching out to their contacts in Washington, DC as well as overseas. There 
was much in-fighting among national Jewish religious and political groups that often resulted in political pressure 
against the Bergson Group. This well written book is recommended for high school, academic and public libraries.

Martin Goldberg, Monaca, PA  Penn State University

Michaelson, Jay. God vs. Gay?: The religious Case for Equality. Boston: Beacon Press, 2011. 212 pp. $25.95 
(9780807001592). Also available as an ebook.

A voice for educated, spiritually driven and text-based inclusion of LGBT people in their faith communities, 
Michaelson offers a re-reading of biblical texts that affirm LGBT life. In an attempt to convince those who seek 
for “A Truth” in divine revelations as manifested in sacred texts - Jewish and Christian – Michaelson suggests 
that there are more and different ways to find meaning both in the “good verses” and the “bad verses” that 
address love, inclusion, compassion and holiness. The book is useful both to clergy and to laity as it addresses 
the need to support arguments for inclusion while speaking the language of detractors of such inclusion.

Recommended for synagogue, school and academic libraries.
Dr. Yaffa Weisman, Director, The Frances-Henry Library, Hebrew Union College-JIR, Los Angeles 

 
Miller, Yvette Alt. Angels at the Table: A Practical Guide to Celebrating Shabbat. New York: Continuum, 2011. 
384 pp. $34.95 (9781441123978)

Yvette Miller is a young Jew who has made a conscious decision to observe Shabbat. It began when she was 
a student at Harvard, and has deepened in the intervening years. This book is both her personal statement and 
a guide for those interested in enriching their Jewish experiences.

Angels at the Table begins with an overview and philosophical picture of God’s expectations of us, followed by 
an explanation of the 39 melachot (categories of work) of Shabbat, and recognition of the steps needed to become 
fully observant. The author takes us through an observant Shabbat, step by step. She begins with preparations on 
Friday and continues through dinner (including a discussion of the role of conversation and acts of lashon hara). 
On Shabbat morning she discusses the cycle of daily prayers, the choosing of a synagogue, the services, lunch 
and afternoon activities, and the day’s conclusion with shalosh seudot (the day’s third meal) and havdalah.  After 
this extensive layout, there is a list of Torah questions covering the weekly parashot, texts of songs to be sung 
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(including English and transliterations), a variety of activities including games and meaningful conversational 
topics, and a 40-page cookbook. The final chapter is a reconstruction (in English) of the Birkat Hamazon. 

While not initially impressed by this volume, I came away with an increased appreciation of Shabbat 
observance. The author’s sincerity, and her desire that others see and experience what she does, are palpable, 
and they command the reader’s admiration. It is an fine addition to synagogue library collections, and could be 
used by individuals interested in a more observant lifestyle. Includes appendix and index.

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Morgenstern, Matthew. Studies in Jewish Babylonian Aramaic Based Upon Early Eastern Manuscripts.  Winona 
Lake, Indiana: Eisenbrauns (Harvard Semitic Studies, vol. 62), 2011. 287 pp. $44.95 (9781575069388).

Jewish Babylonian Aramaic is the dialect of Aramaic spoken by Jews in Babylonia during and after the 
period of the Babylonian Talmud. Though several attempts have been made over the past century, an authoritative 
grammar of this dialect has not yet been published. However, numerous important strides have been made, 
notably the Dictionary of Jewish Babylonian Aramaic (2002) by Michael Sokoloff. Matthew Morgenstern’s book 
sets the groundwork for a future grammar by making an important methodological point. The grammatical and 
orthographical differences between manuscripts of the Talmud and of compositions by the Babylonian Geonim 
are very wide. The only manuscripts that can reliably be used to reconstruct Jewish Babylonian Aramaic are 
manuscripts that were actually produced in the area of Babylonia in the early Middle Ages. Manuscripts like 
this are exceedingly rare, but there are some known today to scholars, and it is these ‘Early Eastern Manuscripts’ 
upon which Morgenstern bases his study. He also considers carefully the position of Yemenite Talmudic 
manuscripts, which have long been considered to be the most reliable witnesses to the original language of the 
Talmud. This book is written for linguists and is replete with terminology and abbreviations that only specialists 
will understand. However, Morgenstern supplies abundant textual examples to illustrate all the phenomena he 
discusses, and his book is of great importance for all scholars of the talmudic text.

Pinchas Roth, graduate student in the Talmud Department at Hebrew University, Jerusalem

Novak, David. The Image of the Non-Jew in Judaism. London: Littman Library of Jewish Civilization; 2nd 
revised ed., 2011. 325 pp. $29.95 (9781906764074). 

Any reader interested in understanding how the non-Jew has been perceived throughout Jewish history 
should certainly turn to The Image of the Non-Jew in Judaism for an authoritative discussion.  David Novak’s 
scholarly treatment of the subject sheds light on the important question of how the Jew viewed the non-Jew in 
Jewish philosophical and legal thought.

The ‘Noahide Laws’ refer to the seven commandments of the sons of Noah, denoting the seven commandments 
that, according to Jewish tradition, all humankind is obligated to observe. That is the prism through which Jewish 
law and theology have viewed the non-Jew and according to Novak, served as the foundation for a “systematic 
philosophical reflection on Judaism.”

The first chapter surveys the vast rabbinic literature in an attempt to arrive at a historical understanding 
of the origins of these laws. Novak traces them to the 1st century C.E.  The next seven chapters discuss each 
of the Noahide laws in turn, namely the: (i) Establishment of a legal system, (ii) Prohibiting of Blasphemy, 
(iii) Prohibiting of Idolatry, (iv) Prohibition of Murder, (v) Prohibition of Sexual immorality and forbidden 
relationships, (vi) Prohibition of Theft,  and (vii) Prohibition of tearing flesh from a live animal.  Subsequent 
chapters discuss the treatment of the Noahide laws from the perspective of renowned medieval and modern 
Jewish philosophers such as Maimonides, Albo, Mendelssohn and Cohen. 

This authoritative work in English on the Noahide Laws provides insight, not only into the classical Jewish 
perceptions of non-Jews and their place in the world, but also into Jewish-Christian and Jewish-Muslim relations 
and a more sophisticated understanding of Jewish law vis-à-vis the Gentile.

David Tesler, Yonkers, New York

Oegema, Gerbern S. Early Judaism & Modern Culture: Literature and Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
2011.  236 pp. $30. (9780802864444)  Also available as an e-book.

This book is part of a growing discipline examining the early interfaces of theology and literature, and 
more specifically, “the question of the place and relevance of Early Judaism for modern culture.” The scope of 
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this work includes non-canonical literature written in the Near East between 300 BCE and 200 CE such as the 
Pseudepigrapha, the Apocrypha, Qumranic literature, Philo and Josephus. 

The methodology of the book follows the author’s redefinition of the terms and the paradigms to be used 
in his analysis of choice non-canonical texts: Normative vs. Hellenistic Judaism (or, Palestinian vs. Diaspora 
Judaism) and their reactions to such texts. These clarifications, he asserts, will guide a new model of reading of 
gender, ethics, identity, politics, dialogue and literature as elements that influenced intertestamental theology. 
Following a brief survey of traditional and current scholarship in Early Judaism and Biblical Theology, the 
author proceeds to formulate the questions that guide his quest: “issues of God and canon, relation to both 
testaments, the dynamics between scripture and tradition, the relevance of historical theology…” and the impact 
of this literature on the formation of religious ethics, and its influence on politics and ecumenical dialogue. This 
is where the non-academic, non-Greek reading user is left behind. As tempting and exciting as the book’s new 
approach is, the textual analysis to support it requires broad knowledge of the literature of the period, as well as 
fluency in Greek. The esoteric literature remains just that for the uninitiated.

The book belongs in academic libraries collecting in the areas of Second Temple Judaism, Early Christianity, 
and the literatures of that period.

Dr. Yaffa Weisman, Director, The Frances-Henry Library, Hebrew Union College-JIR, Los Angeles

Palgi, Michal and Shulamit Reinharz, editors. One Hundred Years of Kibbutz Life. New Brunswick: Transaction 
Publishers, 2011. 361 pp. $59.95 (9781412842297). 

The kibbutz is alive and well according to this anthology, even though there are major changes in the 
organization of the kibbutz. “The history of the kibbutzim shows that they are moving from a welfare society 
to a market society.” Current trends include urban kibbutzim and the eco-kibbutz movement. The essays in the 
anthology, which give a view of the kibbutz in the past and the current direction, are written by professors of 
sociology, psychology and other disciplines. There is a fascinating essay on the portrayal of the kibbutz life in 
movies titled:  “From Sabra to Children of the Sun: Kibbutz Films from the 1930’s to the 2000s.”  The conclusion 
of the article summarizes the direction of the kibbutz:

 “The Zionist collectivist values and positive empathetic attitude toward labor, solidarity, social justice, 
equality, and communality have been vacated and replaced by a new agenda, encouraged by the authority 
which is aggressively capitalist and supports free initiative, individualism, and abandoning the communal social 
frameworks in favor of social Darwinism.” Recommended for specialized libraries and researchers interested in 
sociology, education, psychology, and environmental studies.

Ellen Share, Librarian, Washington Hebrew Congregation, Washington, DC

Peres, Shimon and David Landau. Ben Gurion: A Political Life. New York: Schocken Books (Jewish Encounter 
Series), 2011. 240 pp. $25.95 (9780805242829). Reviewed from an uncorrected advance proof. Also available as 
an ebook.  

This biography of David Ben Gurion focuses on his Zionist beliefs, involvement in Israeli politics, party 
loyalties, and vision for Israel. The reader gets a picture of his idealism, pragmatism, and impact on history. 
Interspersed with the text are interviews that David Landau, a journalist, conducted with Shimon Peres, President 
and former Prime Minister of Israel, which give a deeper perspective and insight. As typical of other books in 
the Jewish Encounter Series, the emphasis of the book is on detailed analysis of Ben Gurion’s political outlook 
rather than presenting the chronology of Ben Gurion’s life. Especially fascinating is Ben Gurion’s handling of 
international affairs as head of state. While Ben Gurion did not expect Americans to fight for Israel, he was very 
pro-American and knew that Israel depended on the U.S. for weapons. He further worked on developing a 
relationship with countries in Asia and Africa.

Ben Gurion conveys the urgency and vision felt by early Zionists and is fascinating to read, especially now that 
Israel is over 50. Contains chronology and bibliography. Recommended for university and synagogue libraries.

Ellen Share, Librarian, Washington Hebrew Congregation, Washington, DC
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Rapoport-Albert, Ada. Women and the Messianic Heresy of Sabbatai Zevi, 1666-1816. Portland, OR: Littman 
Library of Jewish Civilization, 2011. 386 pp. $64.50 (9781904113843).

There is a long-standing scholarly claim that Hasidism contained many proto-feminist concepts.  Seeking 
to find concrete evidence, Rapoport-Albert came up empty.  However, she found this claim had better traction 
when applied to the Sabbatian movement. The 17th century movement boasted many female prophets and 
even a female messianic figure in Eva Frank, daughter of Jacob Frank. While no concrete feminist ideology ever 
emerged, there were numerous seeds that might have taken root had the movement survived and developed. 
Much like early Christianity when it broke off from Judaism, Sabbatianism stressed faith over the performance 
of the commandments. Within traditional Judaism, performance of the mitzvot (commandments) and Torah 
study were largely relegated to men. This emphasis on faith within Sabbatianism opened the door for greater 
participation of women. The author also points out that the infamous antinomian acts performed by many 
Sabbatians transgressed negative commandments, which apply to women the same as men, giving women 
equal opportunity to fulfill these ‘new mitzvot.’ An important work in the history of Sabbatianism and Jewish 
Women’s Studies. Highly recommended for academic libraries.

Daniel Scheide, Librarian, Wimberly Library, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL; RAS Vice President, AJL; 
Chair, Bibliography and Reference Book Award, AJL

Riordon, Michael. Our Way to Fight: Israeli and Palestinian Activists for Peace. Chicago, IL: Lawrence Hill 
Books, 2011. 243 pp. $16.95 (9781569767788).

Peace is one of the most popular normative concepts in political philosophy. Those actively involved in 
pursuing the objective become recognized as “activists.” The aim of seeking a stable political order is often 
mixed in protestation largely on an ideological basis and thus praise for one party and condemnation for the 
others. Our Way to Fight, ostensibly, is a panoramic view of Israelis and Palestinians who are seeking some kind 
of resolution to the long-standing Arab-Israeli conflict. The reader is presented with a social-anthropological 
analysis of the Palestinian Arab position in both Israel and the Occupied Territories. Hence, Israeli public 
policy, which is initiated with the state’s interest in mind, is frequently characterized by Riordon as ethnically 
discriminatory at best and immoral at the worst. The author, a Canadian, reacts to his traditional education in 
a former British colony, and at some point in time discovers a sense of disgust in the contemporary period for 
a value system previously more popular that supported the economies of much of Europe. In this case, stories 
of Israeli-Zionist expansionism and Palestinian land dispossession are presented in a chronological series of 
exposures of frustration and despair, often presented out of context, but expected to pull on the heart strings for 
those generally supporting the underdog in any political conflict. The popular nature of the anti-Israeli harangue 
makes this book unsuitable for a synagogue library.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC 

Rosenfeld, Jennie and David S. Ribner. Et Le’hov: The Newlywed’s Guide to Physical Intimacy. Jerusalem: 
Gefen Publishing, 2011. 91 pp. $15.00 (9789652295354). Also available as an ebook.

 Two mental health professionals combine their experience and knowledge in a book for Orthodox brides 
and grooms. The material bridges the gap between the halachic (Torah law) instruction usually received before 
marriage and pertaining mostly to the laws of niddah (separation during menstruation), and books about sex 
available in the secular press. 

This book is for those with no sexual experience, and starts with the rudiments of male and female anatomy 
and the mechanics of sexual intercourse. It then discusses potential problems or impediments to a satisfying 
experience, and the importance of communication and solving these problems as a couple. The book also 
includes some common questions that have been asked of the doctors in their clinical practices. In all cases, there 
are several options for dealing with the issues discussed. Detailed and graphic illustrations meant to accompany 
the text come in a sealed envelope in the back of the book.

The authors should be applauded for their efforts. This is obviously a sensitive topic, but one that is essential 
for a happy marriage. The book is meant for those with no sexual knowledge, which is probably a small percentage 
of newlyweds. It does not have a rabbinic approbation. It is highly recommended for all libraries with Orthodox 
patrons, and a good choice for resource or counseling centers.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; 
Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, AJL
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Rosenkranz, Ze’ev. Einstein Before Israel: Zionist Icon or Iconoclast. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 2011. 344 pp. $35.00 (9780691144122).

Albert Einstein, the brilliant Jewish theoretical physicist, was exposed to Zionism as a German citizen during 
the period of the country’s Enlightenment. Caught in the middle of an intellectual commitment to a religiously-
based nationalist movement, Einstein was not particularly supportive, yet he became an outspoken advocate of 
a Jewish homeland in Palestine. 

Rosenkranz had exceptional access to archival materials enabling him to disentangle the complexity of 
Einstein’s exposure to the development of Zionist thought as he interacted with many of its movement’s leaders.  It 
was Einstein’s intellectual proclivities that later led him to work toward the establishment of a Hebrew University 
in Palestine which would offer, in particular, Eastern European Jews an opportunity to avoid the antisemitic 
tendencies in the administrative structures at home. It appears that Einstein’s only connection with Israel was 
primarily concerned with the organization and administration of the Hebrew University. This is an essential 
component to an overall intellectual biography of Einstein’s personal development and unique attachment to 
Zionism and an essential addition to an academic collection and worthy for selected synagogue libraries.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Ross, Jack. Rabbi Outcast: Elmer Berger and American Jewish Anti-Zionism. Washington, DC: Potomac Books, 
Inc., 2011. 232 pp. $29.95 (9781597976978).

Technically this book is a biography of Rabbi Elmer Berger. The reader will be exposed to the origins of 
Reform Judaism in Germany during its period of Enlightenment. The philosophical basis of Reform Judaism is 
then described in far greater detail than a conventional observation of a congregation of Jews praying without 
the benefit of kipot or talleitim and less strict in their observance of traditional Jewish liturgical practices. With 
the emergence of political Zionism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a split emerged among many Jews 
over the question of whether Jews aspire to a distinctive nationalist identity or continue to hold onto a distinctive 
religious code. 

Enmeshed in the political debate within the American Jewish community was the sensitive issue of the 
priority of values over loyalty as it became recognized as a potential dividing line between the national interests 
of the United States and Israel. Emerging from the discord was the creation of the American Council for Judaism 
(ACJ), largely the product of the leadership of a Reform rabbi, Dr. Elmer Berger. The often negative attribution 
was the result of an intentional projection of an anti-Israeli stance through publications, visits to the Arab World, 
and making anti-Israel speeches. Rabbi Berger’s anti-Zionist and anti-Israel positions, indeed, that of the ACJ 
ends with the rabbi’s demise in late 1996. This brief treatment of a set of interrelated issues, biographies, and 
American domestic politics, has been authored by a relatively popular blogger who has assembled a great deal 
of information from archival sources and supplemented by oral histories and a regular review of the secondary 
literature. This is a probably a good addition to a synagogue collection.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Schachter- Shalomi, Zalman and Netanel Miles Yepez. A Hidden Light: Stories and Teachings of Early Habad 
and Bratzlav Hasidism. Santa Fe, NM: Gaon Books, 2011. 489 pp. $41.95 cloth; $29.95 pbk. (97819356024; 
9781935604310).

In A Hidden Light the editors continue their journey into the depths of early Hasidism which they began 
with their previous volumes, Wrapped in a Holy Flame, and A Heart Afire. In this new volume they focus on 
two disparate strands of Hasidic teaching, that of Habad and of Bratzlav, focusing especially on the lives and 
teachings of the founders of these movements, Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi (1745-1812) and Rabbi Nahman of 
Bratzlav (1772-1810). 

The approach and method are the same as in the previous volumes. Reb Zalman, as he is known in Jewish 
Renewal circles, and his disciple, Reb Netanel tell the stories of a variety of early Hasidic masters drawing on 
both written and oral sources, and intersperse the material with their own comments. But it must be understood 
that they do a lot more than that, offering the reader, through their own life stories and reflections, an open door 
into the heart of Jewish spirituality. 

If Judaism is about anything it is about individual Jews each seeking his or her unique path to G-d, to one 
another, and to the rest of the world. Books cannot replace personal contact with a teacher but they can surely 
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facilitate and expand upon such contact. 
I invite all who read this review not just to add these volumes to your professional and personal libraries, but 

to immerse yourselves in their depths and to hear the voice of G-d and of your own hearts in and through them.
Daniel J. Rettberg, Librarian, Klau Library, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, OH

Shihade, Magid. Not Just a Soccer Game: Colonialism & Conflict Among Palestinians in Israel. Syracuse, 
NY: Syracuse University Press (Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution), 175 pp. $29.95 
(9780815632566).

In mid-April 1981, two Palestinian-Israeli Arab villages in the Galilee, Kafr Yassif, a predominantly Christian 
populated village and Julis, a Druze inhabited village, held a soccer match. An ensuing argument among fans 
attending the athletic event resulted in violence, leaving a teenager from each village dead and subsequent 
violence among the villagers. Magid Shihade teaches at the Abu Lughod Institute for International Studies at 
Bir Zeit University on the West Bank. The focus of his study is the nature of social conflict between two Israeli 
Arab communities based upon the traditional Arab method of a sulha (mediation process)—but interestingly 
not discussing an aman—and the means of conflict resolution. After examining a number of theories of social 
conflict, the author tends to explain the violence in this case as the results of colonialism and Israeli state policies. 
Israelis, the author points out, make the ethnic distinction in its state relationship between Muslim and Christian 
Arab Israelis and the Druze. For example, while the former group is exempt from required military service; 
the latter is not. With this background, the author releases himself from the social science prohibition against 
making value judgments by determining that Israel acts purposely in a discriminating manner, favoring Israeli 
Arabs determined to be more consistently loyal to Israel. Because of the case study’s subject and method of 
study, this book is more properly of interest to an academic library.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Sivertsev, Alexei M. Judaism and Imperial Ideology in Late Antiquity. New York: Cambridge University Press, 
2011. 247 pp. $85 (9781107009080).

The Jewish population in the Byzantine Empire during the period of the 5th through the early 8th century 
CE, was a separate community among distinctive ethnic groups. Although it remained within the borders of 
the Empire, it maintained contacts with the Sassanian Babylonian community and slowly alienated itself from 
Greek culture resulting in the reemergence of Hebrew as the lingua franca among Jews. Sivertsev uses dense, 
jargon-laden language requiring an appreciation of the related scholarly literature and history. The focus, 
presented in an esoteric manner, is on how Roman imperial ideology and imperial eschatology influenced 
Jewish representations of the messiah and the messianic age. The comprehensive historical coverage includes an 
emphasis on the traditional succession of empires from ancient Israel to Rome, focusing on legendary narratives 
in ancient texts and historical eschatology. The underlying theme here is that Jews were strongly tied to the 
imperial ideology of the empire until the collapse of Christian rulers in the Near East in the 7th and 8th centuries 
CE.  The scholarly approach taken to this subject matter limits the appeal of the text to an academic library.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Stern, Max. Bible and Music: Influences of the Old Testament on Western Music. Jersey City, NJ: KTAV, 2011. 
569 pp. $59.50. (9781602801660).  

 In this study Stern focuses on Bible-based musical compositions that are “somewhere in-between in the worlds 
of liturgical, concert, popular, or folk music.” The material is organized not by composer or chronologically, 
but rather by the usual order of the Hebrew Bible. For each section he highlights one composition, listing 
background information concerning the text and the composer and providing a music analysis of the work. 
Musical compositions analyzed range from opera and instrumental chamber music to folk songs and a pop-
rock musical. A list of additional compositions appears at the end of each chapter. The most useful parts of this 
book are its lists of musical works based on the Bible. This volume covers all of the books of the Hebrew Bible 
except for Psalms, which will be covered in a future volume, and the books of Haggai and Nahum, for which he 
could find no musical compositions. An index of scriptural references points to pages where biblical texts are 
mentioned in the book, so it can serve as a reference book for finding music related to a specific biblical passage. 
An index of composer names also helps locate music written by particular composers on biblical texts.  Stern 
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seeks to examine “music from the perspective of the Bible, while trying to comment on and elucidate the Bible, 
through the prism of music.”  His purpose is not academic, but his commentary is interesting and readable and 
a possible choice for some Jewish academic and synagogue libraries.

Paul A. Miller, Director of Library Services, Ostrow Library, American Jewish University, Los Angeles

Teter, Magda. Sinners on Trial: Jews and Sacrilege after the Reformation.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press, 2011. 358 pp. $39.95 (9780674052970).

Magda Teter, Associate Professor of History at Wesleyan University, in a rich work of cultural, social 
and intellectual history, investigates the accusations against Jews of sacrilege in Poland in the early modern 
period, specifically charges of host desecration. Teter lays out the concept of the sacred in Catholicism, with 
the consecrated communion wafer at the summit. Tried in secular rather than church courts, sacrilege was a 
capital crime, with torture used to ensure confessions. She studies numerous cases of church thefts, many by 
poor Christians, who often pawned the stolen objects to Jews. With an amazing control of archival materials 
in numerous languages, Teter, an engaging storyteller, shows how these cases were entwined in the Counter-
Reformation struggle; in jurisdictional conflict between town, nobles, the king, the church, and the Jews; and 
economic competition. Moving to host thefts, Teter then focuses on a number of infamous cases of accusations 
of Jewish host desecration. 

The most involved case was a charge of host desecration against Jews in Poznań. Teter traces the development 
of the legend by a monastery trying to establish rights to its own property and to Jewish homes, as well as 
competing for pilgrims to its Corpus Christi site. A case in Sochaczew, where two Jews were burned at the stake 
in 1556, was used by the papal legate as a tool in his push against Protestants in Poland. Two other trials had 
different results. In one town the Jews were expelled while in another they were protected by their nobles and 
the king. Teter claims that the real conflict was between Catholics and Protestants, with Jew as pawns. 

This is an important book for university Jewish history collections.
Harvey Sukenic, Library Director, Hebrew College Library, Newton Centre, MA

Teutsch, David A.  Everyday Living. Wyncote, PA: Reconstructionist Rabbinical College Press (A Guide to 
Jewish Practice, vol. 1), 2011. 700 pp. $39.95 (9780938945178)

Rabbi David Teutsch has undertaken an enormous project; an open discussion of halakhic principles and 
their expression in modern society. This volume, the first in a projected series, deals with ordinary life.

The guide’s specific impetus is a series of articles that appeared in The Reconstructionist magazine in 1941 
entitled “Towards a Guide to Ritual Usage.” In the spirit of dialogue that is a hallmark of Reconstructionism, the 
volume is an ongoing conversation.   

The book is divided into nine chapters which are further subdivided into 120 sub-sections. Some of these 
short essays are surprising. The chapter on the “Ethics of Speech,” for instance, contains a section on “Frankness, 
Boasting and Vulgarity,” and another on “Speech and Technology.” The section on “Organizational Ethics and 
Economic Justice” includes “Advice and Consulting” and “Taxation.” Teutsch’s primary statement runs at the 
top of every page. Below his text are remarks by one or more commentators (more than 60 in all), ranging from 
a few sentences to an analytical paragraph. Each chapter ends with a short list of “Further Reading.” Chapter 
Nine, “Making Decisions,” concludes the book. It contains a previously published article by Teutsch on “Values-
Based Decision Making as the Foundation of an Ethical Life,” followed by responses from Barbara Hirsch and 
Jeremy Schwartz.  

Rabbi Teutsch has provided a wonderful challenge to those looking for a restatement of contemporary ethical 
principles. While Reconstructionist thinking may not be universally accepted, Everyday Living should be in all 
academic libraries dealing with contemporary Jewish life. In addition, it is inexpensive enough to be considered 
by large synagogue libraries. I look forward to the rest of the series. Winner of a 2011 Jewish Book Award.

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Vance, Sharon. The Martyrdom of a Moroccan Jewish Saint. Leiden: Brill (Brill’s Series in Jewish Studies; vol. 
44), 2011. 239 pp. $144 (9789004207004). Also available as an e-book.

This is an academic study of Sol or Suleika Hatchuel, a young Jewish woman who was executed in Fez in 
1834, either because she refused to convert to Islam, or because she converted and then recanted. The story of 
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Sol Hatchuel is true, and Jews have made pilgrimages to her grave ever since she died. However, there is no one 
trustworthy account, nor is there much serious corroboration among several versions. She has become a symbol 
for the entire experience of Jews in Morocco, and her story carries enormous political and emotional weight. 
This book includes a survey of the various contemporary accounts of the story; an analysis of the political 
background of Moroccan Jewry and the changes in their dhimma status over time; European involvement with 
Jews in Morocco; an overview of the literary approaches to Sol’s story in Hebrew and Judeo-Arabic, broken 
down by individual authors; and newspaper treatments of the story. Each of these chapters is thorough and 
exhaustive, and each has a succinct conclusion. This book is remarkably comprehensive and detailed. A 13-page 
bibliography contains sources in French, English, Spanish, Ladino, Hebrew, and Arabic. Though the author’s 
style is logical and readable, there are some typographic errors that are surprising in a work published by 
Brill, but unsurprising in a work of this density. There is also an index. In telling the story of Sol, Sharon Vance 
provides a history of Moroccan Jewry as well. This book is highly recommended for academic collections, and 
for collections specializing in materials about the Jews of Arab lands.

Beth Dwoskin, Catalog Librarian, Proquest; Chair, Library Committee, Beth Israel Congregation, Ann Arbor, MI

Wanis-St.John, Anthony. Back Channel Negotiation: Secrecy in the Middle East Peace Process.  (Syracuse 
Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution). Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2011. 352 pp. $39.95 
(9780815632757).

In a remarkably objective manner, the author analyzes what is, in today’s media frenzy of coverage of public 
diplomacy, probably the most accurate account of what has actually transpired between Israeli officials and 
designees and their Palestinian counterparts over a negotiated settlement of conflicted issues. Assuming a desire 
by all parties to resolve the issues in conflict and initiate a more stable relationship through negotiating with each 
other is a required component, according to the author. The volume covers the period from 1973 to 2008, offering 
the reader a wealth of information one would wish to have had at that time. It is during this time that all the 
major engagements between Israel and the Palestinians unfold, each covered and supplemented by a collection of 
accounts of back channel arrangements. The casual observer of world events will certainly better understand the 
need for secrecy in diplomacy and how it actually is conducted after reading Back Channel Negotiation. There is a 
concluding chapter on the theoretical nature of a negotiating process. This work is clearly an essential component 
to any collection, particularly an academic one that is dedicated to understanding the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC
                                          

Weinberger, Moshe. Song of Teshuvah: A Commentary on Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook’s Oros 
HaTeshuvah. Adapted by Yaacov Dovid Shulman; text of Oros HaTeshuvah translated by Yaakov Dovid 
Shulman. Jerusalem: Peninah Press, 2011. 351 pp. $34.95 (9781936068241).

This is the first of two volumes, which include the text of Rav Kook’s Orot ha-Teshuva, together with an 
English translation and a commentary in English. Rav Kook was chief rabbi in Palestine during the British 
Mandate and his work was first published in Hebrew in 1925. The commentary is based on a series of lectures 
delivered by Rabbi Weinberger to members of his congregation.

The standard Hebrew edition of the work, which includes a critical apparatus, is complete in 155 pages. 
Rabbi Weinberger’s first volume (covering half of the text) is more than twice as long and it is immediately 
obvious that this is an ambitious commentary to a work which is far from easy.

The word teshuva is translated as repentance. However, Rabbi Kook had a wider view of repentance. If we 
believe that the world is improving and progressing towards a specific goal, then the world is going through a 
process of repentance. “The universe is all a single integrated reality.” 

Of especial interest is the section on “Holy Insolence.” The Talmud describes the days preceding the coming 
of the Messiah, which envisions a corrupt society where the young have no respect for their elders, etc. However, 
Rabbi Weinberger explains that Rav Kook sees this insolence as positive, since the aggression is the manifestation 
of a deep need to understand.

I was impressed by the English translation, for example: “Teshuvah is the elixir that brings us back to Hashem.” 
I have studied Rav Kook’s work in the past and found it difficult. Rabbi Weinberger helps the reader understand 
the text; however, a reader will still be required to make a real effort to understand this work.

Chaim Seymour, Director, Cataloging and Classification Department, Wurzweiler Library, Bar-Ilan University, Israel
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Wertheim, Sally H. and Alan D. Bennett, editors. Remembering Cleveland’s Jewish Voices. Kent, Ohio: Kent 
State University Press (Voices of Diversity), 2011. 349 pp. $24.00 (9781606350744).

This is an anthology of selections from the writing and speeches of significant individuals who were part of 
the history of Jewish Cleveland. Selections range from the early nineteenth to late twentieth centuries and cover 
five subjects: Art and Culture, Civic Life, Work and Business, Jewish Continuity, and Philanthropy and Service. 
Notable contributors include Jo Sinclair, William Zorach, Rose Pastor Stokes, and Abba Hillel Silver. The dean of 
Cleveland Jewish history, the late Judah Rubinstein, selected the documents that form the basis of this anthology 
and his essay on the Cleveland Jewish press is included. The book contains an appendix listing the source 
documents by date, as well as an index. This book is recommended for collections emphasizing the history of 
Jews in Ohio and for in-depth collections covering American Jewish history. However, it should complement 
Merging Traditions: Jewish Life in Cleveland, the 1994 book by Judah Rubinstein. Libraries that have the out-of-
print work by Lloyd Gartner, History of the Jews of Cleveland, should retain that one also.

Beth Dwoskin, Proquest; Library Committee Chair, Beth Israel Congregation, Ann Arbor, MI

Yasur-Landau, Assaf. Household Archaeology in Ancient Israel and Beyond. Leiden: Brill. 2011. 452 pp. $212.00. 
(9789004206250).

 Household Archaeology in Ancient Israel and Beyond is comprised of seventeen scholarly papers that came out 
of a roundtable session at the 2008 annual meeting of the American Schools of Oriental Research. The studies 
cover both theory and application of the archeology of daily home life in the Levant from 3,000-586 B.C.E. The 
detailed and scholarly papers delve into the question: What can modern man learn about ancient societies by 
studying the remains of family homes as opposed to studying palaces and public places? The papers discuss 
what can be learned from pottery sherds, animal remains, geography, geology, soil composition, common 
artifacts and household cult corners. By careful analysis of household remains archeologists can determine a 
family’s economic status, religious practices, dynamics, trash disposal and the activities carried out by each 
domestic unit. Included in the book are copious footnotes, a comprehensive reference section and an index. 
Recommended for libraries that cater to serious biblical archeology scholars.

Ilka Gordon, Librarian, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, Cleveland, OH

Zinguer, Ilana, Abraham Melamed and Zur Shalev, editors. Hebraic Aspects of the Renaissance: Sources and 
Encounters. Leiden: Brill, 2011. 296 pp. $151. (9789004212558).

This excellent volume presents papers from a conference at the University of Haifa (2009) and serves as a 
companion to the ground-breaking expanded horizons of Jewish Renaissance scholarship led by Moshe Idel, 
Robert Bonfil, and David Ruderman. It makes a positive contribution to the prior Baronian “anti-lachyrmose 
historiography” Renaissance scholarship of C. Roth, M. A. Shulvass, A. Milano, and A. Lesley. It celebrates 
the encounter of Jewish scholars with Renaissance Humanism, and Christians with Hebraic sources, although 
Dana Katz and David Nirenberg have documented continued medieval hatreds against Jews during this more 
enlightened period, which is usually characterized, in an approach that Yitzhak Baer identified as lachrymose, 
as the relative lessening of medieval Christian persecution. 

Jewish Platonists like Rabbi Yochanan Alemanno and Rabbi Elijah del Medigo kept scholarly ties with Pico 
de Mirandola (De Verbo Mirifico (1494) & De Arte Cabalistica). Pico influenced Reuchlin, who studied at the feet 
of R. Ovadia Sforno. The volume celebrates the outcome of the 1490 meeting between  Reuchlin and Pico, who 
pledged commitment to the study of Hebrew texts, whereby Pico set the stage of Christian Hebraism proclaiming, 
“Nihil quod nostrum esse in philosphia quod non ante Iudaeorum” (There is nothing in philosophy that was not 
revealed by Jews first). Christian Hebraists were trilingual (Greek, Latin, & Hebrew). The book documents how 
rabbinic scholarship fueled and fertilized Christian Hebraicism, and how Renaissance Humanism gave new 
energy and verve to rabbinic scholarship. What Chaim Potok refers to as culture-culture confrontation gave rise 
to a richer and more vibrant intellectualism. Rabbis who mastered Greek and Latin texts include but are not 
limited to: Moses of Rieti, Elijah del Medigo, Don Isaac Abravanel and his son Leon Ebreo (Dialoghi d’Amore), 
Judah Moscato (The Divine Circle, Kol Yehudah , and Nefuzot Yehudah), David de Pomi, and poets Sara Copio, and 
Rabbi Moshe Zaccutto etc. Includes bibliographical references and index. Recommended. 

Dr. David B Levy, Touro College
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LITeRATURe: NoVeLS, SHoRT SToRIeS & ANTHoLoGIeS

Adler, H.G. Panorama. Translated from the German by Peter Filkins. New York: Random House, 2011. 480 
pp.  $16. (9781400068517). Also available as an ebook.

H.G. Adler, a Czech Jew, who survived the Holocaust, wrote 26 books, fiction, poetry, philosophy, and 
history in German. Panorama is a novel that serves as an elegy to a vanished world, that of the German-speaking 
Jews in Bohemia. It chronicles the life of Josef Kramer as he views a panorama, a rotating display of exotic 
places. The novel is “saturated with autobiography” as Josef, like the author, spends time in the country as a 
boy, becomes a student at a very unpleasant boarding school, works as a tutor for the children of a dysfunctional 
family, and ends up in a concentration camp. The story unfolds in a stream of consciousness style with lots of 
philosophical musing and touches of satire. The translation, full of long clauses, is true to the German writing 
style, but seems awkward and clunky in English. The book is valuable as a glimpse into the cultural and literary 
history of the time and will interest those who wish to experience that era. 

Barbara M. Bibel, Oakland Public Library, Oakland, CA; Congregation Netivot Shalom, Berkeley, CA

Alpert, Mark. The Omega Theory. New York: Simon & Schuster (A Touchstone Book), 2011. 308 pp. $24.99 
(9781416595342). Also available as an ebook.

Alpert’s science thriller, centering on the physics of time and space, is packed with action, detailed 
information, and a Jewish twist. Brother Cyrus, charismatic leader of “The Believers” is using his knowledge of 
nuclear weapons to bring about the Rapture. To this end, this group has infiltrated many US and international 
government agencies. They kidnap Michael Gupta, the nineteen-year-old autistic great-great grandson of Albert 
Einstein, who has memorized Einstein’s essential equations relating to universal time and space. His guardian, 
David Swift, heads Physicists for Peace, a group that seeks to end nuclear armament.  The tension builds in 
alternate chapters that cover the globe: Israel, Turkmenistan, The Believers and America and the climax brings 
everything together.  The Jewish element is the physicist known as Olam ben Z’man (world, son of time), who has 
discovered the time altering aberration. He is a former Israeli soldier, and so many elements – the IDF, Mossad, 
Shin Bet, a community in Judea, a yeshiva in the Old City of Jerusalem, Hebrew words – are part of the story. 
Even with Olam and his band of “kippot srugot,” the action is typical: lots of guns and military equipment, clear 
good guys and bad guys, and the unlikely heroes of a peace-loving academic, his African-American physicist 
wife, and his autistic ward. While the book is appropriate for all libraries, it is only a necessary purchase for 
those Jewish libraries whose patrons enjoy science thrillers.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; 
Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, AJL

Avigur-Rotem, Gabriela. Heatwave and Crazy Birds. Translated by Dalya Bilu. Champaign and London: Dalkey 
Archive Press (Hebrew Literature Series), 2011. 401 pp. $15.95 (9781564786432). Also available as an ebook.
Be’er, Haim. El Makom sheha-Ruah Holekh (Back from Heavenly Lake). Tel Aviv: Am Oved, 2011. 452 pp. 
(Hebrew). 

These two books, recently published -- the first a translation, originally published in Hebrew in 2001 and the 
second, ‘hot off the press’ -- present the eclectic interests of two well respected contemporary Israeli authors. They 
are of the same generation but their subjects are worlds apart, describing very different aspects of Israeli society.

Avigur-Rotem deals with a family strongly affected by the Holocaust, but looking to live far from it in place 
and time. Loya Kaplan leaves her home in Israel after her archaeologist father’s death for a career as a stewardess 
with no roots. Her return after twenty five years to her old house filled with childhood memories, and her 
search for her mother, who remained in communist Czechoslovakia after the war, make for very interesting 
and engaging reading, but also illuminate the reactions of a country that finally faced issues which were pushed 
under the rug for a long time. The response was belated, but still the issues had to be faced, even if they were a 
source of pain and suffering for Israel. Though this book was translated by one of Israel’s foremost experts in the 
field, Dalya Bilu, there are weaknesses in the English which may point to the great difficulty of translating from 
one language/culture to another.
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Haim Be’er traveled far to prepare for the writing of his book in which a Hasidic rabbi is compelled by 
haunting dreams to travel to the distant Himalayan mountains in search of a holy Yak. He leaves his family 
and followers behind for a journey with a devoted, wealthy disciple who is able to sponsor such an incredible 
and expensive journey. The Rabbi experiences this challenge as fully as possible and shocks his community 
as well as himself almost to a point of no return. Be’er succeeds in describing the Hasidic community and the 
many tensions within it and within the rabbi’s family, incorporating the language of the prayer book as well as 
of traditional sources. Reading this book one travels not only to distant lands but metaphorically to a life that is 
very different from life in everyday Israel. Hopefully the book will be translated soon and become accessible to 
English readers, though it will not be an easy task due to Be’er’s use of a very rich Hebrew language.

Both books are recommended for libraries with collections of Israeli fiction. 
Michlean Amir, Reference Coordinator, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, DC

Beim, Norman. Zygielbaum’s Journey. New York: New Concept Press. 2011. 218 pp. $18.95 (9780931231179). 
Also available as an ebook. 

The story of Shmuel Zygielbaum, one of the heroes of the Warsaw Ghetto, is less well-known than it should 
be.  In this fictional biography, playwright Norman Beim reconstructs Zygielbaum’s life, his world, and his 
attempt to save the Jewish community he loved.

Zygielbaum grew up near Lublin and moved to Warsaw as a teenager. Over time he turned to socialist politics 
and became a leader of the Bund, the Jewish Workers’ Alliance, where he worked through the 1920s and 1930s. 

After the German invasion of Poland in 1939 Zygielbaum became one of the leaders of the Warsaw Jewish 
community. The book describes the deterioration of living conditions in the city, and the hero’s efforts to stiffen 
the people’s will in the face of Nazi oppression. In response to the order that the Jews move into the constricted 
Ghetto, he resigned from the ruling council, and later escaped to the West. The book describes in detail his 
perilous journey through Germany to Holland, and ultimately to England. Despite his efforts to help the trapped 
Jews (including his own family), Zygielbaum failed to rally support from the British public. When the uprising 
against the Nazis in 1943 failed and the Ghetto was destroyed, Zygielbaum committed suicide. 

Norman Beim’s first-person narrative brings out the magnitude of Zygielbaum’s humanity, vividly describing his 
struggles and the untenable choices he faced. The reader sees his struggles and recognizes his passion.  Unfortunately, 
the writing style is uneven and the text has been poorly edited. As a result it is a less than optimal vehicle. While 
major Holocaust libraries must purchase it, Zygielbaum’s Journey is an optional purchase for synagogues.

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Ben-Zvi, Hava Bromberg, editor. Portaits in Literature: the Jews of Poland: An Anthology. Portland, OR : 
Vallentine Mitchell, 2011. 331 pp. $74.95 (9780853038733).

This anthology, which could be subtitled “Beyond Tevye,” gives a broad picture of life in Poland from the 
late 19th century to contemporary times. Divided into three chronological sections which basically cover the pre-
war, Holocaust, and post-war time periods, this collection contains stories, essays, letters, poems, memoirs and 
other literary forms. The topics cover many aspects of daily life and life cycle events as well as politics and war. 

The thoroughly charming poem “Olke” by Kadya Molodowsky follows a girl through her day as her parents 
take turns yelling at her to finish a long list of chores. But each time she begins one, her imagination takes her 
spinning off on an adventure. In the short story, “The Teacher Reb Mendele” by Lili Berger, a student becomes 
convinced that her gentle teacher is the famous Mendele Mocher Seforim.  The reader’s foreknowledge about 
the fate of Janusz Korczak, makes Israel Zyngman’s memoir about “My First Day in the Orphanage” especially 
poignant. The stories continue, running the gamut from wistful to heartbreaking to brave. Hava Ben-Zvi, a long-
time member of AJL, has provided a note giving biographical information about the author and the context of 
each piece and a very informative introduction. A few changes would have made this excellent collection even 
stronger. While she aims to document the presence of Jews in Poland for the past thousand years, the selections 
really just focus on the past 150 years. It would also have been helpful to include a map or at least to describe 
which boundaries she was using. 

This finalist for the National Jewish Book Award is highly recommended.
Sheryl Stahl, Senior Associate Librarian, Frances-Henry Library, HUC-JIR, Los Angeles.
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Epstein, Alex. Lunar Savings Time: Stories. Translated from the Hebrew by Becka Mara McKay. Northampton, 
MA: Clockroot Books, 2011. 136 pp. $15. (9781566568524). Reviewed from an uncorrected proof.

100 intriguing and frequently enigmatic short stories are collected in this little book of 119 pages. Some are 
a few pages long but most are a paragraph or two; some a mere line. They have intriguing titles such as “Rain 
is Stronger than Death,” “On the Oldest Jew in the World” and “On the Painter of Doors.” Although the back-
cover blurb is by Etgar Keret, another Israeli who frequently writes very short stories, Epstein’s influences seem 
to be Borges and Kafka, rather than the hip writing of Keret. Some of the stories are prose poems but most have 
a plot, even in such a compressed style. 

Sometime the title is as long as the story as in “A Compendium of Most Snowflakes,” which reads: “The 
last man in the world wrote the last haiku in the world.” The Russian-born author was awarded Israel’s Prime 
Minister’s Prize for Literature in 2003. An optional purchase, but I leave it on my nightstand and read a story 
before drifting off, providing me with mysterious dreams.

Merrily Hart, Ann Arbor MI; Librarian, Siegal College, Cleveland, OH (retired)

Hattemer-Higgins, Ida. The History of History: A Novel. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2011. 319 pp. $25.95 
(9780307272775). Also available as an ebook.

Margaret Taub, an American with a German father, lives in Berlin and works as a walking tour guide. She 
wakes up one morning in the Grunewald Forest, disheveled and disoriented, unable to remember what happened 
to her. Slowly descending into madness, she becomes obsessed with Magda, the wife of Joseph Goebbels, who 
follows her in the guise of a large black bird, sees buildings as pulsating flesh, and talks to mirrors and ponds 
where she sees the image of a dead Jewish woman. Haunted by her past and sure that she is guilty of something, 
Margaret consults a “memory surgeon” and finally learns the truth about her past. This is an ambitious first 
novel that is ultimately unsuccessful because it is overloaded with magical realism, oppressive, and relentless. 
It does, however, explore the nature of evil and the history of Berlin during the Third Reich. It would make for 
interesting discussion in the right book club. 

Barbara M. Bibel, Oakland Public Library, Oakland, CA; Congregation Netivot Shalom, Berkeley, CA

Pekar, Harvey, and Paul Buhle, editors. Yiddishkeit: Jewish Vernacular and the New Land. New York: Abrams 
Comicart, 2011. 240 pp.  $29.99 (9780810997493). 

Entertaining, informative and eye-catching, Yiddishkeit is a short and entertaining survey of Yiddish culture, 
told through text, comics and images, and geared towards a popular audience. The book is brilliantly conceived 
and executed, though not without flaws. Its brilliance lies in the creative, succinct and beautiful portrayals of 
Yiddish culture and its exponents, most notably in the field of literature. The striking and varied images, the 
use of comics for narratives, and the informal yet informative tone make it highly readable. Selections include 
comics, portraits, play excerpts, an entire play, and short essays. Yiddish scholars, while admittedly not the 
target audience for this work, will find linguistic errors and misspellings (unfortunately widespread among 
many popular works on Yiddish) and may be put off by the brevity of some entries, which are mainly based 
on English translations. It includes an introduction by Neal Gabler and an index. Yiddishkeit is an enjoyable, 
humorous, and compelling introduction to Yiddish culture for general readers. Recommended for academic, 
public and community library collections.

 Amanda Seigel, Librarian, Dorot Jewish Division, New York Public Library

Schwartz, Howard and Barbara Raznick, editors. Winter Harvest: Jewish Writings in St. Louis, 2006-2011. St. 
Louis, MO: The Brodsky Library Press, 2011. 497 pp. $20. (0965788024). 

A welcomed addition to two previous anthologies of Jewish writings in St. Louis (First Harvest 1997; New 
Harvest 2005).  Winter Harvest presents ninety-four Jewish writers. Their works are divided into four categories: 
Poetry, Fiction, Life Stories, and Essays.

Winter Harvest opens with a short introduction by the editors that notes the literary uniqueness of the St. 
Louis Jewish community as the only community that has produced such an anthology of local Jewish authors. 
The book ends with interesting brief biographical notes about the contributors. There is no index. The book 
contains more than one entry for several of the contributors. A careful reader will be able to get to know some of 
the unique personality, character traits and life experiences of the writers. 

Reviews of Literature Titles for Adults
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Browsing through the table of contents one can find poems such as “Tikkun”, “Elegy for Isaac”, and “I 
am a Jew”. In Fiction, there is “The Song at the Sea”, and “Isaac in a Bind, Again.” Continuing to Life Stories, 
among others, “How I Came to My Jewish Identity” and “Did it Matter” as well as “My Jewish Identity”. The 
concluding Essays include “Words on Music “as well as “Gathering the Sparks.”

 Winter Harvest gives the reader an intimate connection to the experiences and events portrayed in this book. 
This interesting and enjoyable volume should serve as a model to all Jewish communities, adding meaning to 
community experience and contributing to the appreciation and importance of Jewish continuity.  Synagogue 
libraries, Jewish day schools, and private citizens will benefit from reading this anthology. 
Nira G. Wolfe, Independent researcher, Highland Park, IL; Head Librarian Hebrew Theological College (retired), Skokie, IL

Zimler, Richard. The Warsaw Anagrams. New York: Overlook Press, 2011. 323 pp. $25.95 (9781590200889). 
Also available as an ebook.

 As in his very popular The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon (1998), Zimler chose a period and place of great fear and 
death for the Jewish community to plot his mystery, this time the Warsaw ghetto in 1940-41. He also sets up 
layers of time and reality since a faux publisher’s note refers to the manuscript found under the floorboards in 
the apartment of Heniek Corben at the time of his death. Furthermore, the reader discovers very quickly that 
Erik Cohen, formerly a prominent psychiatrist but now an ibbur (ghost/wandering soul), is telling his story 
to his old neighbor, Heniek, so that the individuals and their story will not be forgotten. The manuscript also 
includes Heniek’s postscript, detailing what happened to most of the characters in the story.

Although many of the details are gory and heartbreaking, this is easier to read than most Holocaust fiction, 
as the search for the murderers of the children, even though set against a time of many deaths, absorbs the 
reader. However, the idea of anagrams sounds intriguing, but it really plays a minor part at the beginning and 
is brought up again near the end just to complete the circle. Similarly, the author’s use of mysticism is not well 
integrated into the story. Heniek’s pages in the manuscript are an unnecessary addition, again tying things up 
too neatly. This is an optional purchase for fiction collections.

Merrily Hart, Ann Arbor MI; Librarian, Siegal College, Cleveland, OH (retired)

Reviews of Multimedia
SoUND ReCoRDINGS

Asefa. Resonance. Brooklyn: Bended Ear Records, 2011. 1 compact disc. (47 min.) $14.99. CD 0329
Blending together elements of Arabic, Hebrew, rock and jazz music, the group Asefa (meaning a collective or 

assembly) is comprised of Samuel R. Thomas, tenor and soprano saxophone; Naíi, Bendir, vocals; Elie Massias 
vocals; Yehoshua Fruchter oud, guitar; Noah Jarrett bass, sentir; Eric Platz drumset, dumbek; and Richard 
Stein percussion.  Guest performers include Rabbi Mihael Kakon, vocals and Rachid Halihal, violin. If you like 
Moroccan music blended with traditional Hebrew piyyutim (liturgical poetry), then this album will be for you, 
especially if you like hearing that music morph into some nice jazz. While nailing the Sephardi style blended 
with jazz in such selections as  Hai Goalenu, set to Sephardi texts written by David Bouzaglo, this selection, as 
most of the pieces, are newly composed by Samuel Thomas.  Another piyyut by Asher Mizrahi, Habibi Yah 
Habibi, includes a solo rock riff. Standing out is drum solo in Dark Eyes by Mohammed el Bakkar arranged 
by Thomas. The first song, “Allah Hu Ehad,” is the most successful in morphing and transforming from a 
traditional Sephardi sound and moving toward jazz. Even some of the simpler tunes such as “Yigdal Elohim 
Hai,” sung by Rabbi Mihael Kakon, start traditionally but move slowly from tradition to something new. This is a 
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highly enjoyable album with superb performances. It is delightful and uplifting, giving fresh voice and direction 
to Sephardi liturgical song, as Thomas says, by “glimpsing truth in the interconnectivities of the resonance.”  
Recommended for libraries collecting new Jewish music and contemporary world music.

Judith S. Pinnolis, RIS Humanities Librarian, Goldfarb Library, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA

Gold, Shefa. Chantsformations: Healing into Love. Shefa Gold, 2011. 1 compact disc. (54:14 min.) $8.99 CD.
Chanting is a common spiritual practice, but it is most often associated with Gregorians and Buddhists. 

The repetition of verses and quiet reflection is a powerful Jewish practice as well – the challenge has been 
finding appropriate words and music. In the latest of many musical releases, Shefa Gold takes the words from 
Psalms, Isaiah, the Song of Songs, and the Shehechiyanu blessing and provides a vehicle for those interested in 
expanding their spiritual experience. The songs are accompanied with harmonic piano and chimes (no gongs or 
bowls), and Gold chants in Hebrew and English. While some of the verses are expected (“From the depths I call 
to You,” “You are my Strength,” “Unify our hearts to love and be in awe of You”), they are nonetheless effective.  
The last song, “In His Shade/Under Her Wings,” is a little awkward because the Hebrew doesn’t exactly fit into 
the refrain. The chants are unique – they are not really Jewish “songs,” but they do not sound anything like those 
of other religious traditions, either. 

Shefa Gold is a leader in Aleph: Alliance for Jewish Renewal and received her ordination both from the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and from Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi. She is the director of C-DEEP: 
The Center for Devotional, Energy and Ecstatic Practice. She also draws on Buddhist, Christian, Islamic, and 
Native American spiritual traditions to compose and perform spiritual music. The CD is highly recommended 
for libraries with diverse audio collections and whose patrons are interesting in chanting.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; 
Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, AJL

VIDeo

The Last Chance High.  A special production of Uvda for Keshet Broadcasting (Channel 2- Israel) Distributed 
by Go2Films, http://www.go2films.com, 2010. DVD. Color. Hebrew with English subtitles. 50 minutes. Check 
website for pricing.

Branko Weiss High School in Ramla, Israel is known as “Last Chance High.” The students have been kicked 
out of multiple schools, have academic and behavioral challenges, and most work to support themselves and 
their families. But the commitment of the staff is like a force of nature.  The principal, Chili Tropper, was 29 when 
he took the position. He had no experience teaching or as an administrator, and he admits he was not a good 
student. He was appointed after the last principal, the fifth in six years, left after one day. 

Although the students were considered “losers” previously, the expectation is that they will take bagrut 
(matriculation examinations), and the teachers provide the support and tools to help them achieve that goal. Using 
differentiated instruction, students can work at their own pace, draw pictures or sing songs to memorize history facts. 
All of the teachers worked in different professions (restaurants, advertising) before coming to the school. The filming 
took place over the school year, and the change in the students’ self-esteem and confidence is evident; for example, a 
boy who could not sit still or behave at the beginning of the film is seen intently taking a test near the end. 

The interviewer talks with teachers and students, both separately and together, and the mutual love and respect 
between them is inspiring.  Essential viewing for educators, the DVD is a strong optional purchase for all libraries.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; 
Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, AJL

Menachem and Fred. A film by Ofra Tevet and Ronit Kerstner. Produced by Jens Meurer. Distributed by 
Go2Films,  http://www.go2films.com  2009. Color in English and Hebrew. Subtitles.  DVD. 90 minutes. Check 
website for pricing.

A chronicle of a deeply emotional journey begins with two men being interviewed, one talking about a trip 
to Israel to meet the other. The viewer soon learns that the two are brothers, Fred Raymes (Manfred Mayer) and 
Menachem (Heinz) Mayer, who survived the Holocaust. Their book, Are the Trees in Bloom over There: Thoughts 
and Memories of Two Brothers (Yad Vashem, 2003) provided the impetus for the documentary. They converge on 
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their hometown, Hoffenheim, Germany, and trace the family’s journey. 
On Kristallnacht, they were thrown out of their home and the synagogue was burned down. Two years later, 

the Mayers were sent to the internment camp in Gurs, France and from there to an orphanage. After the war, 
Menachem decided to go to Israel (Palestine at the time) and Fred chose to go to the United States. Separated by 
distance, language, and a wish to forget the past, the brothers had nominal contact.

The children of Emil Hopp, the Nazi who forced the Mayers out of their home, are interviewed. One of them, 
a successful businessman, sponsors a reunion of the entire extended Mayer family in Hoffenheim, which causes 
mixed emotions among all concerned. The reunion is turned into a memorial ceremony for the Jews of the town, 
as well as a celebration of the publication of the brothers’ book in German. 

The shifts between present day Hoffenheim, narration of historical events and the brothers’ separate lives 
and their children’s lives makes it a little hard to follow the story, but it also diffuses some of the strong emotion. 
The production quality is good, and the subtitles follow the dialogue accurately. The film is highly recommended 
for Holocaust collections, and a solid choice for all Jewish libraries and an excellent choice for a film series or 
discussion group.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL;
Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, AJL

Radical Islam: Israel and the West.  By Bernard Lewis and the Vidal Sassoon International Center for the 
Study of Antisemitism. Clarksburg, NJ, Alden Films. 2011. 91 min. (Video, DVD) $24.95 (9781877684265).

This video is one of a series of lectures sponsored by the Vidal Sassoon International Center for the Study 
of Anti-Semitism  at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem featuring Bernard Lewis, a neo-conservative, political 
historian of Islam and the Middle East who is introduced by Professor Robert Wistrich. Lewis takes the position 
that the approach many in the Muslim World have assumed, in reaction to their failure to deal effectively with 
modernity and westernization, has been violence, more specifically the employment of terrorism. This reaction 
has been manifested in varying radical forces of Islam; Wahabism and Salafism as predominantly found in 
Saudi Arabia; Shiism as pronounced by the Imam Khomeini in Iran, all declaring jihad against the West and 
its proclaimed agents operating in the Middle East and beyond in the Muslim World.  Factual support for this 
justification of the use of violence comes from pointing to the Muslim-based efforts by the Afghani Mujahadeen 
in their defeat of the Soviet Union’s intervention’s objectives and forced departure in 1989. Additionally, Lewis 
notes that American democracy and capitalism were targeted with an explosive effect by the 9/11 terrorist 
attack and the Iranian revolution has had a pronounced effect in Europe. According to Lewis whatever failures 
Islam has faced is attributed by many Muslim spokespersons to some combination of the policies and actions of 
the United States and Israel. Clearly a solid choice to add to a synagogue collection.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor Emeritus, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC 

Don’t Forget to Read AJL News
The February/March 2012 edition of AJL News is chock full of information!
Look for:

2012 Convention schedule, registration forms, Stipend application, and information!• 
AJL Convention Information and Slate of Candidates• 
Chapter Chatter - news from all over!• 
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